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Baptists  celebrate  350  years  of  freedom 


PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (BP)  —  Bap-  Uon:  “Baptists  of  the  Southwest  have 
tists  from  across  the  nation  revisited  createdaclimateinwhichcontrover- 
their  Rhode  Island  roots  in  early  June  sy  can  flourish.  Most  Baptists  the 
for  a  conference  celebrating  the  350th  world  over  are  acquainted  with  strife, 
anniversary  of  the  first  Baptist  but  those  in  the  Southwest  seem  to 
church  in  America  and  Roger  take  to  controversy  like  Brer  Rabbit 
Williams’  founding  of  the  only  takes  to  the  briarpatch.” 

American  colony  to  grant  religious  The  regkm  provided  a  {vecedent  for 
liberty  to  all.  the  i^esent  controversy  in  the  work  of 


American  colony  to  grant  religious 
liberty  to  all. 

Sponsored  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs, 
American  Baptist  Churches  of  Rhode 
Island,  Southern  Baptist  Historical 
Commission,  American  Baptist 
Historical  Society,  and  North 
American  Baptist  Fellowship  the  con¬ 
ference  was  hosted  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  founded  by  Williams  in  March 
1638.  Its  famed  meetinghouse,  built  in 
1775,  was  the  site  of  most  of  the  con¬ 
ference  sessions. 

Besides  memorializing  Williams, 
conference  participants  paid  tribute 
also  to  John  Clarke,  founder  and  first 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  congregation  in 
Newport,  R.I.,  where  one  of  the  ses¬ 
sions  was  held.  The  church  in 
Newport,  a  picturesque  seaside  city, 
also  was  founded  in  1638.  While  in 
Newport,  many  participants  visited 
the  first  Jewish,  synagogue  on 
American  soil  and  the  first  Mack  Bap¬ 
tist  congregation  in  America. 

Among  the  conference’s  major 
speakers  were  three  contemporary 
Baptist  historians  —  Barrie  Whitp 
principal  of  Regent’s  Park  College, 
Oxford;  Eklwin  S.  Gaustad,  professor 
of  histoiy  at  the  University  of  (Califor¬ 
nia  at  Riverside;  and  H.  Leon 
McBeth,  professor  of  church  histwy 
■  at  Southwestern  Seminary. 

In  an  address  on  Baptist  growth  and 
expansion  in  the  Southwest,  McBeth 
—  author  last  year  of  ‘The  Baptist 
Heritage,’’  the  first  comprehensive 
history  (rf  Baptists  since  1960  —  said 
that  besides  their  earlier  traditions  in 
the  Southeast,  Southern  Baptists  have 
witnessed  a  major  new  tra<htion  in  the 
20th  century,  this  one  centering  in 
llexas.  This  Southwestern  tradition, 
McBeth  said,  is  characterized  by  “in¬ 
tense  conservatism,”  “fervent 
c^n^lisni,”  and  a  “spirit  of  in¬ 
dependence” 

Noting  40  percent  cf  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  now  live  west  ai  the  Mississippi 
River,  McBeth  said  current  Southern 
Baptists  are  much  more  like  their 
l^xas  and  Southwestern  forebears 
than  those  from  the  Southeast  and 
Elast. 

McBdth  also  exi^ored  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Baptist  tradition  of 
the  Southwest  and  what  he  called  “the 
present  theological/political  convul- 
siott”  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 


By  Stan  Hastey  and  Kathy  Palen 
J.  Prank  Norris,  “the  leader  of  the 
Southern  phase  cd  Baptist  fundamen¬ 
talism  in  the  1920b,”  McBeth  said.  “In 
tones  that  sound  quite  familiar  today, 
Norris  accused  professors  of  espous¬ 
ing  suspect  views  of  Scripture,  liberal^ 
views  in  politics,  and  too  much  open¬ 
ness  to  the  findings  of  modern 
science” 


In  addition  to  providing  climate  and 
precedent  for  the  current  controver¬ 
sy,  he  said,  “Baptists  of  the  South\vest 
have  provided  rather  more  than  their 
share  of  both  leaders  and  followers  in 
the  present  fundamentalist  move¬ 
ment.” 

During  a  question-and-answer  ses¬ 
sion  with  the  audience,  McBeth 


Liv0  as  frac  mGn 

(1  Peter  2:16,  RSV) 


4  I 
d 


Observe^taristian  Citizenship  Sunday 

July  3,  1988 

Sponsored  by  the  Christian  Life  Commlsalon 
61  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


declined  to  predict  a  schism  in  the 
SBC,  saying  instead  he  sees  signs  that 
“more  moderate  fundamentalists” 
seem  to  be  falling  out  with  the 
“ultraconservative  faction.”  He  con¬ 
cluded,  “I  could  see  a  rapprochement 
between  moderate  fundamentalists 
and  more  mainstream  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

Hungary  gets 
new  hope  , 
for  academy 

By  Art  Taalston 

BUDAPEST,  Hungary  (BP)  -  Bap¬ 
tists  have  a  green  light  to  explore  the 
possibility  of  an  academy  in  Hungary 
for  training  bivocational  pastors  and 
other  church  workers  throughout 
Eastern  Europe. 

R.  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
’Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  voiced  optimism  about  the 
academy  after  meeting  with  Bama  . 
Sarkadi-Nagy,  general  vice  president 
in  the  State  Office  for  Church  Affairs 
of  the  Hungarian  People’s  Republic, 
during  a  two-week  trip  to  Hungary 
and  Poland  in  May. 

Sarkadi-Nagy  also  seemed  open  to 
a  Southern  Baptist  fraternal 
.representative  living  and  working  in 
Hungary,  Parks  said.  Presently,  the 
only  Southern  Baptist  representative 
living  in  Eastern  Europe  is  Nela 
Williams,  a  theological  educator  in 
Yugoslavia. 

Joining  in  the  meeting  with 
Sarkadi-Nagy  were  Janos  Viczian, 
president  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Hungary;  Keith  Parker,  director  of 
Southern  Baptist  work  in  Europe;  and 
Paul  'Thibod^ux,  a  fornwr  Mississip¬ 
pi  pastor  and  Southern  Baptists' 
Austria-based  fraternal  represen- 
utive  to  Eastern  Europe. 

*1110  academy  would  be  affiliated 
with  the  International  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Missions  and  Evangelism  in 
Rusehlikon,  Switzerland,  and  it  pro¬ 
bably  would  use  the  Budapest  Ba^ist 
seminary’s  facilities. 

Short-term  courses  offered  by  the 
academy  would  help  bivocational 
pastors  and  other  lay  leaders  in 
EUistem  Europe  who  cannot  attend  a 
seminary  full  time.  Parks  said. 

Among  Hungary’s  10.6  million  peo¬ 
ple  are  12,500  Baptists  in  about  200 
churches.  Among  Poiand’k  37.8  million 
people  are  3,000  Baptists  in  about  50 
churches. 
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Editorials .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 

Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

“Priesthood  of  the 

Believer”  Intact 


Judging  by  phone  calls  and  mail  I 
have  recei^^  plus  conversations, 
many  Southern  ^ptists  are  disturb¬ 
ed  over  Resolution  No.  5  recently 
adopted  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  San  Antonia  I  have  been  re¬ 
quested  to  write  a  brief  article  about 
it.  lb  avc^d  misunderstanding,  let  me 
say  that  I  do  not  identify  myself  with 
any  faction  involved  in  the  present 
controversy.  If  I  must  be  identified,  I 
prefer  to  be  known  as  an  old-time- 
middle-of-the-road  Southern  Baptist. 
( It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present 
controversy  the  terms  ‘^conservative" 
and  “moderate”  are  mme  political 
than  theological  in  content.)  In 
that  light  let  us  examine  the 
resolution. 

First,  keep  in  mind  that  this  is  a 
resotatkm,  not  a  motion.  In  our  con- 
ventkm  a  motion  is  binding  in  nature 
.  until,  and  if,  a  later  convention  adopts 
another  motion  which  rescinds  the 
previous  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  resolution  is 
simply  an  expression  of  opinion  by  a 
given  group  of  messengm  at  a  given 
session  of  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
convention.  Beyond  that  it  has  no 
lasting,  binding  effect. 

The  only  problem  which  may  grow 
out  of  a  resolution  is  (1)  that  the 
secular  prw  does  not  understand 
this  distinction  between  a  motion  and 
a  resolution,  or  (2)  if  a  Southan  Bap¬ 
tist  or  group  of  such  endeavors  to  en¬ 
force  a  resolution  as  if  it  were  a  mo¬ 
tion.  As  Southem  Baptists  we  should 
guard  against  such  an  abuse  of  any 
resolution. 

Second,  insofar  as  the  priesthood  of 
the  believer  is  concerned,  this  is  no 
new  action  by  the  convention.  The 
basic  idea  has  been  in  the  Preamble 
of  “The  Baptist  Fbith  and  Message” 
since  1963. 

For  25  years  I  have  been  emphasiz- 


By  Herschei  H.  Hobbs 

ing  that  the  preamble  is  as  much  a 
part  of  this  document  as  are  the  17  ar¬ 
ticles  themselves.  Without  it,  the  con¬ 
vention  would  not  have  adopted  it. 
Which  means  that  no  one  or  no  group 
of  Southem  Baptists  should  seek  to 
enforce  the  17  articles  and  at  the  same 
time  ignore  the  preamble  Space  does 
not  permit  a  thorough  analysis  of  it. 
Sufflce  to  say  that  it  protects  the  in¬ 
dividual  conscience  and  guards  us 
from  a  creedal  faith. 

In  Los  Angeles  I  madea  motion  that 
the  convention  reaffirm  its  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  1963  “Baptist  Fbith  and 
Message,”  including  all  17  articles  and 
the  preamble  which  protects  the  in¬ 
dividual  conscience  and  guards  us 
from  a  creedal  faith.  By  standing  vote 
it  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  closing  lines 
of  the  laeamble 

“Baptists  emphasize  the  soulls  com¬ 
petency  before  God,  freedom  in 
religion,  and  the  priesthood  of  the 
believer.  However,  this  emphasis 
should  not  be  interpreted  to  mean  that 
there  is  an  absence  of  certain  definite 
doctrines  that  Baptists  believe, 
cherish,  and  with  which  they  have 
been  and  are  now  closely  identified. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  this  statement  of 
faith  and  message  to  set  forth  certain 
teachings  which  we  believe.” 

In  a  document  such  as  'The  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message”  one  cannot  an¬ 
ticipate  every  situation  which  may 
arise  So  it  must  lay  out  principles  as 
gxiides  in  applicatioa  The  principle  of 
soul  competency  means  that  each 
person  deals  directly  with  God 
without  need  for  aqy  human  media  tor; 
and  that  he  is  responsible  to  God 
alone  The  priesthi^  of  believers, 
among  other  things,  means  that  each 
person  can  read  and  interpret  the 
scriptures  as  he  feels  led  by  the  Holy 


Baptist  beliefs  .  .  . 

The  astounding  Christ 


By  Herschei 

“It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for 
a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God”  (Matthew  19:24). 

The  rich  young  ruler  had  chosen  his 
wealth  instead  of  Jesus  (w.  21-22).  So 
Jesus  noted  how  difficult  it  is  for  a 
rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God 
(v.  23).  Not  impossible,  but  difficult. 


H.  HobN 

The  ancient  Jews  regarded  wealth  as 
a  sign  of  God’s  favor.  Then  Jesus  as¬ 
tounded  the  disciples  with  the  words 
of  verse  24.  (Of  interest  is  the  fact  that 
Matthew  and  Mark  use  the  Greek 
word  for  a  sewing  needle;  Luke,  a 
physician,  uses  the  one  for  a  surgical 
ne^e) 

From  earliest  times  efforts  have 


Spirit.  However,  these  are  not  blank 
checks  to  be  filled  in  by  each  person 
as  he  wills.  Article  I  on  the  Scriptures 
clearly  states  that  “The  criterion  by 
which  the  Bible  is  to  be  interpreted  is 
Jesus  Christ.”  Any  interpretation 
which  conflicts  with  (jiod’s  revelation 
in  Jesus  (Tuist  is  wrong. 

I  cannot  speak  for  other  members 
of  the  committee  which  drew  up  ‘The 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message"  But  it 
was  my  understanding,  and  I  beUeve 
that  of  the  committee,  that  the  clos¬ 
ing  part  of  the  preamble  was  a 
balance  for  the  competency  and 
priesthood  principles,  namely,  that 
one  cannot  believe  just  anything  and 
be  in  harmony  with  the  commonly  ac¬ 
cepted  beliefo  of  Baptists,  particular¬ 
ly,  Southem  Baptists.  Other  than  the 
17  articles,  we  did  not  speU  out 
speciHcs.  Fbr  including  some  you 
might  (xnit  others. 

Now  as  for  Resolution  No.  5,  it 
speciBcally  affirms  our  “belief  in  the 
Mblical  doctrine  a[  the  Priesthood  of 
the  Believer  (1  Peter  2:9  and  Revela¬ 
tion  1:6).”  (In  interpreting  1  Peter  2:9 
we  should  also  stress  the  responsibili¬ 
ty  of  priesthood  in  missions  and 
evangelism  to  bring  the  whole  world 
to  Jesus  Christ.) 

The  second  “Resolved”  reads,  “We 
affirm  that  this  doctrine  in  no  way 
gives  license  to  misinterpret,  explain 
away,  dem}dhologize,  or  extrapolate 
our  dements  of  Qte  supernatural  fiem 
the  Bible"  However  one  may  react  to 
the  second  “Resolved,”  it  does  not 
within  itself  destroy  the  priesthood  of 
the  bdiever. 

The  term  ‘Authority”  in  the  role  of 
the  pastor  calls  for  further 
examination. 

Herschei  H.  Hobbs  is  pastor 
emeritas  of  First  Church,  Okiahoma 
Ctty. 


been  made  to  tone  it  down.  Sonte  have 
suggested  that  Jesus  referred  to  a 
small  door  in  the  Jaffa  gate  in 
Jerusalem  called  the  “Needle  Eye 
Gate.”  lb  enter,  a  camel  had  to  be 
stripped  of  its  load  and  gear  and  then 
go  through  on  its  knees.  But  no 
evidence  o(  such  has  been  found  in 
Jersualem  or  in  any  other  walled  town 
in  Palestine 

Other  change  the  word  for  ‘bamel” 
(kamelos)  to  kamllos,  a  rope  or  caUe 
But  the  latter  word  has  not  been  found 
in  aqy  Greek  writing.  It  was  evident¬ 
ly  invented  to  explain  away  Jesus’  dif- 


Guest  opinion  ... 

“Live  as  free  men” 


"  (1  Peter  2 

By  Larry 

Freedom  has  special  meaning  for 
Christians.  Jesus  modded  an  autiien- 
tic  freed<Hn  which  he  called  his 
disciples  to  fdkw.  They  endured 
hostility  from  Jew  and  Rmnan  alike 
because  they  had  found  life  and 
freedmn  in  Christ.  And  in  describing 
their  responsibilities  related  to 
government,  the  early  Christians 
were  called  upon  to ‘live  as  fiee  men” 

(1  Peter  2:16,  RSV). 

These  words  may  sound  to  us  like 
strange  instructions  to  Christians  of, 
the  early  church.  As  members  of  a 
minority  religious  faith  who  were  in- 
creasi^y  persecuted,  these  early 
Christians  might  have  been  regarded 
by  the  casual  bystander  as  anything 
but  free  They  lived  under  the  iron- 
fisted  rule  of  the  Roman  Ehnpire, 
which  wns  often  cruel  and  tyrannical. 
Political  participation  was  closed  to 
most  people  of  that  day. 


ficult  statement. 

The  feet  is  that  Jesus  stated  an  im¬ 
possibility.  No  man,  rich  or  poor,  can 
enter  God’s  kingdom  on  the  basis  of 
his  possessions  or  efforts.  All  must 
enter  by  the  grace  and  poww  of  God. 

So  astounded  were  the  apostles  that 
thqr  asked,  “Who  then  can  be  saved?” 

(V.  25).  Jesus  said,  “With  men  this  is 
impossible;  but  writh  (?od  all  tiling 
^  possible”  (V.  28).  TYuly  the  ground 
is  level  at  the  foot  of  the  cross. 

Herschei  H.  Hobbs  is  pastor 
emerhas  of  First  Charch,  Oklahoma 
City. 


:16.  RSV) 

BraMfoot 

those  early  Christians  were  ad¬ 
monished  to  be  subject  not  only  to  all 
hunian  institutions  and  to  honor  the 
mnperor,  but  also  to  ‘live  as  free 
men.” 

Living  as  free  persons  limits  the 
degree  to  which  we  are  to  subiAit  to 
any  human  institution,  including 
government  Recognizing  that  govern¬ 
ment  is  ordained  of  God,  Christians 
have  a  loyalty  to  CSod  which  imposes 
a  duty  to  obey  Gkxl  even  if  that  comes 
into  conflict  with  laws  and  governing 
officials. 

But  freedom  also  has  a  political 
dimension  that  requires  invtdvement 
and  participation.  A  “free”  person  is 
one  with  cmlain  political  r^ts  and 
privileges.  Christians,  in  their 
freedom,  are  not  only  to  participate 
in  whatever  way  possible,  but  alM  to 
do  so  by  standards  of  good  rather  than 
evil.  Christians  are  to  exercise  their 
political  rights  and  privileges, 
whatever  they  are  and  however  broad 
they  may  be,  with  the  realization  that 
responsible  participation  is  a  form  of 
serving  God. 

Christian  dtfeenship  Sunday,  on  Ju¬ 
ly  3, 1988,  is  a  time  to  emphasize  our 
commitment  to  a  Christian  under¬ 
standing  of  government  as  ordained 
of  God  and  of  political  involvement  as 
an  expression  of  our  servanthood. 
Since  Christ  has  set  us  free,  let  us  tru¬ 
ly  ‘live  as  free  men.” 

Larry  Braidfoot  is  director  of  Chris- 
Uan  citizemUp  concerns  for  the 
Christiaa  Life  Cammission  of  the 
Sonthern  Baptist  Convention. 
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State  Baptists  sign  up 
for  Japan  partnership 


Mississippi  Baptists  have  signed  up 
for  a  partnership  arrangement  with 
Baptists  in  Japan  for  evangelism 
crusades  in  that  nation  during  Oc¬ 
tober  of  1989. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
made  the  commitment  on  the  part  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  last  week.  Later 
in  the  week  Bill  Peacock  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  was  in 
Jackson  to  explain  details  of  the 


arrangement. 

The  partnership  arrangement  was 
requested  by  Baptists  in  Japan. 

Evangelism  crusades  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  two  areas  of  Japan  in 
separate  time  factiHS.  The  cores  of  the 
two  areas  will  be  Fukuoka  and  Tokya 
Tbams  will  spread  out  over  wide  areas 
from  those  two  bases.  Revivals  in 
each  case  will  go  from  Sunday 
through  Sunday. 

Japanese  Baptists  have  requested 


Three  new  writers  begin 
Sunday  School  comments 


Three  new  writers  are  picking  up 
the  task  of  writing  Sunday  School 
lesson  commentaries  for  the  Baptist 
Record,  for  July-December,  1988. 

The  three  are  Frank  H.  Thomas, 
pastor,.  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson, 
Bible  Book  Series;  Steve  Odom, 
pastor.  University  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Life  and  Work;  and  Bob 
3'^-'  Shirley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Ttipelo, 
Uniform. 

Frank  Thomas  moved  to  Alta 
Woods  in  1985  from  the  pastorate  of 
First  Church,  Cocoa,  Florida.  Native 
of  Decatur,  Ga.,  he  earned  a  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  from  Southern 
Seminary  in  church  history. 

He  served  as  chaplain  for  the 
Brevard,  Fla.  chapter.  Police 


Benevolence  Association.  1981-85,  and 
was  president  of  the  Central  Brevard 
Ministerial  Association. 

Publications  by  Thomas  include 
book  reviews  for  Baptist  History  and 
HeriUge  and  articles  for  Baptist 
Young  Adults,  the  Quarterly  Review, 
and  Encyclopedia  of  Southern 
Baptists. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Eloise 
Perry  of  Decatur,  Ga.  They  have  four 
children.  Elizabeth,  Wesley,  Graham, 
and  Wimberly. 

Bob  Shirley,  bom  at  Clermont, 
Georgia,  is  married  to  the  former 
Lanelda  Whelchel.  They  have  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne,  and  son, 
Dp’-’d  Arthur. 

(Continued  on  page  6) 


45  churches  in  Mississippi  to  share' 
partnerships  with  the  same  number 
of  churches  in  Japan.  If  possible, 
teams  should  be  recruited  from  the 
partnership  churches.  Peacock  said. 
It  is  expect^  that  a  preacher  and  two 
or  three  lay  persons  will  make  up  the 
teams.  It  is  hoped  that  one  of  the  team 
members  would  be  a  performing 
musician.  Peacock  said.  This  means 
an  instrumentalist  or  soloist  or  a  com¬ 
bination  instrumentalist  and  soloist 
more  than  a  song  leader,  he  noted. 

Financing  for  the  trips  would  need 
to  come  either  from  the  churches  or 
the  individuals.  Peacock  said.  The 
cost  has  been  established  at  12,100  per 
person.  This  would  take  care  of 
transportation,  housing,  and  meals. 

Baptists  in  Japan  hope  the  partner¬ 
ship  concept  might  continue  after  the 
revivals  have  concluded.  Peacock 
said. 

Peacock  met  with  Eiarl  Kelly,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer;  Chester 
Vaughn,  program  director;  Guy 
Henderson,  evangelism  director;  Paul 
Harrell,  Brotherhood  director;  Mar- 
jean  Patterson,  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  executive  director;  and  Don 
McGregor,  Baptist  Record  editor. 

If  a  pastor  is  able  to  participate  and 
would  not  be  able  to  recruit  the 
necessary  lay  persons  from  the 
church,  he  would  be  free  to  look 
beyond  his  own  church  membership. 
Peacock  noted 


FMB  committee  will  review 
mission  appointment  process 


Bv  Tim  Nicholas 


The  SBC  Ehcecutive  Committee  nar¬ 
rowly  voted  in  San  Antonio  to  table  a 
motion  that  would  have  forced  Baptist 
Press  to  respond  to  a  litany  of 
criticisms  by  one  of  their  numter. 

Paul  Pressler.  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  member  from  Houston,  'Ihx.,  had 
circulated  letters  and  attachments, 
one  totaling  39  pages,  to  fellow  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  members.  The 
materials  criticized  several  Baptist 
Press  stories  and  asked  for  an  apology 
from  BP  director  A1  Shackleford  for 
perceived  errors  in  judgement. 

After  reelecting  last  years’  officers 
at  the  post  election  SBC  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting,  Pressler  noted  that 
neither  Shackleford  nor  Harold  Ben¬ 
nett,  committee  president  and 
treasurer  had  responded  to  Pressler’s 
letter.  Bennett,  in  a  phone  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Pressler,  had  told  him  that 
neither  had  responded  because  the 
letter  had  not  b^n  written  to  either 
of  them  and  that  he  would  reply  if  so 
directed  by  the  Executive  Cmnmittee 

At  the  meeting,  FTessler  made  a 
four-point  motion  asking  that  Baptist 
Press  be  directed: 

1.  lb  recognize  their  responsibility 
to  be  fair  to  all  Southern  Baptists. 

2.  lb  respond  in  writing  to  cor¬ 
respondence  and  questions  asked  (xmi- 
cerning  their  reporting  by  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

.3.  lb  represent  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  positively  and  fairly  to  the 
secular  m^ia  as  well  as  to  Baptist 


publications. 

4.  lb  recognize  the  need  for  admit¬ 
ting  error  and  apolt^izing  when 
mistakes  are  made. 

Committee  member  Frank  In¬ 
graham  of  Nashville  then  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  table  the  original  motion.  Said 
Ingraham,  “We  have  a  policy  for  BP, 
adopted  by  this  body.  We  have  listen¬ 
ed  to  Judge  Pressler  (about)  every 
one  of  his  concerns  ...  He  constant¬ 
ly  communicates  —  he  legitimately 
does  these  things.  I  would  simply 
observe  he  has  as  much  input ...  as 
anyone”  But  for  one  letter  by  Pressler 
to  be  used  to  adopt  new  principles  for 
BP  “is  beyond  what  we  want  to  do  and 
I  plead  with  you  that  we  not  pursue 
the  matter  further.” 

The  motion  to  table  was  carried 
31-29. 

Only  last  February,  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  of  the  Executive  Committee 
declined  to  recommend  a  further  in¬ 
vestigation  of  BP’s  reporting  prac¬ 
tices.  Basically  the  subcommittee  af¬ 
firmed  the  news  service  but  asked  for 
greater  restraint  concerning  con¬ 
troversial  stories. 

In  other -business,  the  Executive 
Committee  reelected  last  year’s  of¬ 
ficers:  Charles  L.  Sullivan,*pastor, 
First  Church.  Lenoir  City,  Tbnn., 
chairman;  Darrell  W.  Robinson, 
pastor.  Dauphin  Way  Church,  Mobile, 
Ala.,  vice  chairman;  and  Sam  W.  - 
Pace,  director-treasurer,  Comanche- 
Cptton  Association,  Lawton,  Okla., 
recording  secretary. 


There  will  be  no 
BAPTIST  RECORD  issue 
of  July  7,  1988. 

(Our  postal  agreement  Rpecifies  that  the  BAPTIST 
RECORD  publish  50  issues  a  year.  Week  of  July  4  holidays 
and  Christmas  are  omitted.) 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Ttexas  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  trustees  have  agreed  to  name 
a  committee  to  review  the  missionary 
appointment  process. 

The  committee  was  formed  during 
a  FMB  meeting  June  11  here.  It  was 
asked  to  look  specifically  at  the  role 
trustees  have  in  the  process,  with  the 
possibility  of  enlarging  that  role  to  in¬ 
clude  direct  interviews  of  missionary 
candidates. 

Although  trustees  examine  candi¬ 
date-written  materials  such  as 
biographies  and  theological  state¬ 
ments  and  confidential  reports  on  the 
candidates,  their  only  face-to-face 
time  has  come  during  the  board 
meeting  at  which  the  candidates  are 
appointed. 

hn  recent  years  some  trustees  have 
expressed  frustration  at  the  lack  of 
pencnal  coiUact  with  mteioBary  can¬ 
didates  earlier  in  the  process.  The 


majority  of  the  interviews  now  are 
done  by  staff  candidate  consultants. 

The  committee  will  be  composed  of 
four  trustees  appointed  by  Mark 
Corts,  chairman  of  the  board,  and 
three  staff  members,  named  by  R. 
Keith  Parks,  board  president.  (Torts, 
pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.C..  said  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  named  before  the  next 
board  meeting,  July  16-22  in  Glorieta, 
N.M.  ^ 

Conunittee  members  are  to  observe 
all  aspects  of  the  appointment  process 
and  report  to  the  t^rd  through  the 
board’s  mission  management  and 
personnel  committee 

The  board  also  approv^  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  reassure  missionaries  overseas 
that  despite  any  “theological  and 
organization  differences”  that  may 
exist  among  trustees,  they  are  united 
in  ‘Appreciation  and  respect  for  our 
missionaries  and  want  them  to  know 


that  we  are  committed  to  partnership 
with  them  in  world  missions  as  one  of 
the  basic  priorities  of  our  lives.” 

Earlier,  (Tarl  Johnson,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  finance,  told  the  board  its 
finance  committee  had  approved  the 
use  of  $5.1  million  from  current  cash 
funds  to  meet  the  shortfall  in  the  an¬ 
nual  Lottie  Moon  (Thristmas  Offering, 
which  finances  a  big  part  of  the 
board's  overseas  budget.  But  he  warn¬ 
ed  that  this  means  the  money  will  not 
be  available  for  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
Advance  projects  or  other  urgent 
needs. 

Bei^use  of  the  reduced  income. 
Parks  said,  a  home  office  committee 
already  is  working  to  trim  home  of¬ 
fice  1988  budget  expenses,  and 
overseas  missions  have  been  alerted 
to  plan  for  a  12  percent  decrease  in 
their  operating  budgets  for  next  year. 
Further  cuts  also  are  likely  in  the 
home  office  budget 


Pastors  elect  Ralph  Smith 

Ralph  Smrth,  (center)  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Austin.  Texas,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference  Jui^e  13  in  San  Aiy 
tonk).  Other  officers  are  Rob  Snn  (right),  pastor  of  Immanuel  Baptist  Church  in  Sah 
Bernardino,  Calif.,  vice  president;  and  Rick  Ferguson,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church 
of  OeSolo,  Mo..  secrelaryAreasurer.  (Photo  by  Stanley  Leary) 
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Separate  church  from  world 


By  Jim  Newton  Rogers  also  received  -a  standing  me  I  must  underwrite  his  liberalism  the  Sadducees  of  the  New  Ttestament.  neither  Baptist  nor  biblical. 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Condemning  ovation  when  he  opposed  liberalism  in  or  be  branded  a  non-Baptist,  I’m  say-  “I’m  as  much  afraid  of  legalism  as  “We  must  beware  of  people  trying 
abOTtion  by  demand  and  supporting  Baptist  schools  and  seminaries  finan-  ing  he  is  trying  to  force  his  beliefs  on  I  am  of  liberalism,’’  Rogers  said.  He  to  put  us  into  theological  straight 
pra3«r^  m  public  sdKx>l^  Sout^m  dally  stq)ported  by  conservatives  who  me,"  Rogers  declared  to  a  standing,  drew  sustained  applause  by  stating:  jackets,  but  we  must  also  be  careful 
r.  *  ....  ^  ^  clapping  audience  “From  the  crown  of  my  head  to  the  that  we  don’t  end  up  wearing  no 

“I  would  not  for  anything  in  this  Rt^ers  condemned  both  liberalism  sole  of  my  feet,  I  am  a  conservative,  clothes  at  all.’’ 

_  i  Preaching  on  the  subject  of  “Salty 

meone  else,  but  when  somebody  tells  biblical  Pharisees  and  liberalism  to  who  I  am.  But  I  pray  to  that  I’ll  Saints  in  a  Sick  Society,”  Rogers  call- 

never  become  a  legalist.”  ed  for  Baptists  to  respond  to  the  puri- 

He  chided  liberal  “theologians”  who  of  Christ,  the  of  Christ, 

do  know  the  “Theos”  (God)  nor  and  the  vitality 
the  “logos”  of  (kid).  “Why  Rogers  said  the  problem  in  society 
t  they  not  because  ot  Hollywood,  oor- 


Baptist  Convention  President  Adrian  disagree. 

Ro^rs  called  for  Baptist  pastors  to  be  “1  ^  _  _  _ 

present-day  prophets  who  preach  with  world  try  to  force  my  beliefs  on  so-  and  legalism,  comparing  legalism  to  an  inerrantist;  I  can’t  help  it,  that’s 
integrity.  ........  - 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Ttenn.,  was  inter¬ 
rupted  in  his  presidential  address 
more  than  a  dozen  times  with  sustain¬ 
ed  applause  by  more  than  30,000 
Baptists. 

While  supporting  the  historic  Bap¬ 
tist  principle  of  separation  of  church 
and  state,  Rogers  urged  Baptists  to 
uphold  separation  of  the  church  from 
the  world. 

“The  church  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  can  not  and  will  not  be  iden¬ 
tified  with  any  political  party,”  Rogers 
said.  Instead,  Baptists  must  be  able 
to  call  Democrats,  Republicans,  and 
Independents  to  repentance. 

Prompting  a  standing  ovation, 

Rogers  condemned  abortion  on  de¬ 
mand,  declaring  that  abortion  is 
“wrong,  wrong,  wrong.” 

Rogers  described  Jan.  22,  1973  as 
“the  blackest  day  in  American 
history.” 

That  was  the  day,  he  said,  “when 
nine  black-robed  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
justices,  the  self-appointed  high 
priests  of  the  religion  of  secular 
humanism,  made  their  infamous  rul¬ 
ing  that  pre-bom  babies  are  not  be¬ 
ings.” 

Rogers  said  that  since  1973,  20 
million  babies  have  been  aborted, 
compared  to  only  1.4  million  killed  in 
all  of  America’s  wars.  “The  nation  has 
been  stained  and  flooded  with  the 
blood  of  20  million  pre-born 
babies  ....  They’re  killing  babies,” 
he  said. 

Supporting  organized  prayer  in 
public  schools,  Rogers  said  Christians 

have  a  right  to  pray  anywhere  —  in-  PRESIDENT’S  ADDRESS  -  Southern  Baptist  (^invention  President  Adrian  P. 
eluding  the  school.  Tb  those  who  argue  Rogers  urged  messengers  to  the  SBC  annual  meeting  to  be  the  salt  of  the  earth 
that  students  can  pray  silently,  Rogers  during  his  annual  president’s  address  June  14  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Rogers,  pastor 
countered.  They  can  do  that  in  a  of  Bellevue  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  concluded  two  consecutive  one-year 
Russian  concentration  camp  too”  terms  as  president  of  the  SBC  during  the  meeting.  (Photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 


Prof  sees  clergy  gaining  in  authority 

By  Pat  Cole 


Nathan  Oliver 
dies  in  Kosciusko 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  - 
Although  Southern  Baptists  are  obser¬ 
ving  the  “Year  of  the  Laity,”  churches 
in  the  denomination  increasingly  are 
assigning  more  power  to  their  ordain¬ 
ed  leaders,  said  church  historian  Bill 
J.  Leonard. 

Leonard,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Southern  Seminary  here, 
said  the  1970s  and  ’80s  have  been 
charactei^zed  by  a  movement  toward 
autocratic  leadership  by  pastors  and 
greater  specialization  of  ministerial 
duties  in  churches  with  multiple 
staffs. 

These  trends  have  led  to  a 
“clergification”  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (invention,  he  said. 

Many  Southen;  Baptists  pastors, 
Leonard  noted,  have  adopted  a  style 
of  leadership  similar  to  a  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  of  a  corporation.  He 
said  such  a  pastor  will  sometimes 
describe  himself  as  the  “under¬ 
shepherd  who  speaks  for  (kxl.” 

‘This  model  of  ministry  has  typical¬ 


ly  characterized  independent  Baptist 
churches,  but  the  model  is  becoming 
more  normative  in  the  SBC,”  said 
Leonard. 

“It’s  more  publicly  visible  in  the  so- 
called  super  churches,  but  its  also 
quite  prevalent  in  smaller  churches 
that  see  it  as  a  way  to  grow  into  ‘super 
churches.’  ” 

He  said  such  a  view  of  ministerial 
leadership  often  threatens  to  degrade 
the  status  of  lay  people:  “It  makes  the 
laity  second-class  citizens. 

It  undermines  the  most  basic 
biblical  understanding  of  the  church 
as  the  whole  people  of  (kxl.” 

The  role  of  mtlained  leadership  also 
has  expanded  as  ordained  profes¬ 
sionals  have  joined  church  staffs  to 
guide  the  specialized  ministries  of 
churches,  he  said.  Churches  now  have 
ministers  who  work  in  such  areas  as 
yputh,  music,  children,  education  and 
business  administration. 

“This  is  not  a  bad  thing,”  he  said. 
“It’s  an  understandable  dewlopment 


given  the  large  sizes  of  churches  and 
the  need  for  smaller  groups  within  the 
church.” 

However,  Leonard  warned,  the 
danger  of  the  multiple  ministry  con¬ 
cept  is  that  it  might  discourage 
ministry  by  people.  He  said  it  could 
foster  the  view  that  laypeople  are 
‘tlients/consumers  who  receive  a  ser¬ 
vice  (from  a  professionally  trained 
minister)  which  they  underwrite  their 
financial  support  and  attendance.” 

All  (Tiristians  are  “called  to  the 
gospel”  but  within  different  offices,  he 
said.  “For  the  Christian,  baptism  is 
the  radical  egalitarian  act.  Faith  and 
baptism  make  all  persons  ministers 
and  unite  all  persons  equally  as  the 
people  of  (Jod,  the  body  of  Christ.” 

The  shift  toward  more  authority  for 
the  clergy^  Leonard  noted,  follows  a 
period  in  which  the  role  of  the  laity 
was  emphasized.  During  the  1960s  and 
early  19^  the  lay  renewal  movement 
led  by  people  such  as  Findley  Edge, 
Elton  TVueblood,  Keith  Miller,  and 


Carlyle  Marney  stressed  the  equali¬ 
ty  of  all  believers. 

The  key  to  reversing  the  trend 
toward  autocratic  pastoral  leadership 
Leonard  said,  lies  with  the  laypeople 
themselves. 

“The  situation  will  change  only  as 
laity  become  increasingly  frustrated 
with  the  paternalism  and  the  second- 
class  status  which  they’ve  received, 
and  as  the  church  needs  more  vital! 
lay-centered  leadership,”  he 
explained. 

The  autocratic  style  of  pastoral 
leadership  will  eventually  harm  chur¬ 
ches,  he  said:  “The  church  is  not  a 
corporation,  and  ultimately  it  will  suf¬ 
fer.  It  (an  autocratic  pastoral  style) 
depersonalizes  and  minimizes  some 
important  elements  of  the  gospel.” 

Too  much  pastoral  authority, 
Leonard  added,  ‘diminishes  one  of  the 
dynamics  of  the  church  —  the  energy 
of  the  laity.” 

Pat  Cole  writes  for  Southern 
Seminary. 


W.  Nathan  Oliver,  92,  died  June  21 
in  Kosciusko. 

A  longtime  member  of  First 
Church,  Kosciuskp  Oliver  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  obtaining  for  Mississip 
pi  Baptists  the  land  on  which  Clentral 
Hills  Baptist  Assembly  is  situated.  He 
was  a  deacon,  choir  member,  and 
Sunday  School  superintendent  at  his 
church. 

Born  in  Attala  (kxmty,  Oliver  was 
retired  from  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration. 

He  is  survived  by  a  daughter 
(Carolyn  Orr,  who  is  married  to  the 
MBCB  business  manager,  Jennings 
Orr;  a  son,  W.  N.  (Buddy)  Oliver  Jr.; 
two  brothers  and  flve  sisters,  six 
grandchildren  and  10  great 
grandchilden. 

Burial  was  Saturday  in  Kosciusko. 

“Wisdom  is  the  reward  you  get  for 
a  lifetime  of  listening  when  you’d  have 
preferred  to  talk.” 

-  DOUG  LARSON 


we  can  nuiia  a  wai 
and  keep  the  castle 


SAN  ANTONIO  —  Southern  Bap-  “wall  of  orthodoxy'’  around  the  SBC,  seeing,  hearing  or  feeling  God,  he 
tists  must  not  build  a  wall  of  or-  suggested  that  the  wall  could  remain,  said. 

thodoxy  around  the  convention  and  in  along  with  the  castle,  if  certain  things  Finally,  Southern  Baptists  can  build 
the  process  tear  down  the  “castle”  change.  the  wall  and  preserve  the  castle  if 

they  are  frying  to  protect,  Joel  First,  Southern  Baptists  must  con-  they  will  imitate  God’s  divine 
Gregory  warned.  secrate  their  conversations,  he  said,  kindness. 

Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue  “We  must  say  here  (San  Antonio)  that  He  spoke  of  strained  situations  bet- 
Baptist  ChMrch  in  Fort  Worth,  we  will  not  allow  corrupt  words  out  of  ween  messengers  where  averted 
delivered  a  non-partisan  convention  our  mouths.”  glances,  limp  handshakes,  and  forced 

sermon  which  condemned  par-  Those  who  would  defend  Southern  smiles  are  commonplace, 
ticipants  on  both  sides  of  the  10-year-  Baptist  institutions  have  no  justifica-  “We  look  suspicioasly  to  see  who’s 
old  controversy.  tion  to  use  any  language  they  choose  talking  to  who  about  what,”  he  said. 

He  told  about  an  uninhabited  casUe  ^ 

in  Ireland  that  was  beini?  ly.  those  who  would  defend  orthodoxy  one  another  again 
svstematicallv  dismantled  bv  are  not  justified  to  use  any  method  at  He  reminded  messengers  that 
forking 

materials  *  *  justify  any  not  say  forgive  one  another  unless 

means,  whatsoever.”  you’re  involved  in  a  world-class,  epic. 

The  owner  discovered  the  plight  of  GAgory  asked  messengers,  “What  theological  battle  —  then  you’re  ex- 
his  castle  and  ordered  a  wall  be  built  jg  jj  jjgy  more  harms  the  cused.” 

around  it.  When  he  returned  several  Southern  Baptist  witness  than  Gregory  told  about  the  animosity 
years  later,  he  found  that  the  castle  anything  else?”  His  answer;  what  that  built  between  Martin  Luther,  the 
was  gone  The  ca^uUy  cut  stones  had  Southern  Baptists  are  saying.  German  reformer,  and  Ulrich 

been  used  to  build  the  wall.  thp  wall  and  castle  can  Zwineli.  the  Swiss  reformer.  Their 


CONVENTION  SERMON  —  Joel  Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
in  Fort  Worth,  Teocas,  told  messengers  they  should  not  build  a  wall  at  orthodoxy  around 
their  convention  and  tear  down  the  “castle’’  they  are  trying  to  protect,  as  he  delivered 
the  annual  converkion  sermon  during  the  131st  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  June  14-16  in  Henry  B  Gonzalez  Convention  Center  in  San  Antonio,  lexas. 
(Photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 
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The  Peace  Committee  report 

to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Wa  ramodal  ft  paint 


Mr.  President,  Fellow  Southern  future  of  our  Conventkm  by  individual  l.  During  these  years  of  intense  con- 
Baptists,  action  and  reaction.  Organized  frontatkm,  we  are  still  together  as  a 

Our  report  will  be  relatively  brief  political  activity  is  not  going  to  cease.  Convention.  Other  denominations 
and  to  the  point.  Simply  stated,  we  nor  substantially  decrease,  until  in-  have  not  been  so  fortunate, 
wish  to  presoit  a  conunendatioo,  an  dividual  Southern  Baptists,  on  all  2.  We  have  sought  to  clarify  the 
observation,  an  exhortation,  and  a  sides,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  who  issues  that  have  divided  us. 
recommendation.  would  have  us  engage  in  divisive,  3  )mve  served  as  a  forum  of 

Conneadatioo  destructive  politics.  Instead,  we  must  discussion,  debate,  and  dialogue  —  in 

The  Convention  authorized  the  have  an  ear  for  our  most  important  other  wor^,  as  a  shock  absorber  — 
Peace  Committee  to  have  one  call:  winning  a  world  to  Jesus  Christ,  for  Southern  Baptists,  allowing  time 
meeting  during  the  year.  At  that  Exhortation  for  the  Convention  to  adjust  to  the 

meeting  we  heard  reports  from  18  of  We  recognize  that  many  Southern  changes  which  are  occurring  among 
your  agencies.  We  fmd  that  the  Baptists  have  fumly  hdd  convictions  yg 

seminaries  and  oth«-  agencies  are  on  aU  sides  of  the  spectrum  that  are  orocess 

inaking  good  progress  in  their  serious  not  going  to  change.  However,  we  as  J  ctoMW  Sl^S  fo?^ 

efforts  to  implement  the  Convention-  Peace  Committee  members  have  mai^  cnanges  cauea  tor  ny  uie 

adopted  recommendations  made  by  learned  that  we  can  grow  in  mutual  ^^venuon. 

the  Peace  Committee.  We  heartily  respect  and  love  even  though  we  can-  We  believe  that  some  things  need- 
commendthem  for  their  efforts,  and  not  change  each  other  in  matters  of  ed  to  be  corrected  and  that  the 
we  encourage  them  to  continue.  We  doctrine.  momentum  for  such  correction  is 

also  urge  Southern  Baptists  to  Therefore,  we  urge  all  Southern  under  way.  Now  we  have  come  to  a 
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Tlwgiday,  J—e  3>,  IWj 

A  tableful 
of  new 
Christians 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

A  group  of  new  Christians  sitting 
around  a  dinner  table  absorbed  in  a 
study  of  the  Bible  was  the  direct  result 
of  a  young  woman’s  interest  in 
spreading  the  gospel  message  and  her 
church’s  willingness  to  help. 

Diane  Cumberland,  herself  a  new 
Christian,  said  she  had  felt  that  she 
was  starting  in  the  middle  of  school 
concerning  her  Christian  life  —  and 
wanted  to  learn  more  about  her  new 
faith. 

She  heard  about  the  possibility  of 
Bible  study  in  the  home  and  went  to 
her  pastor,  Randy  VonKanel,  offering 
her  home. 

She  told  him,  “I  want  to  start  my  life 
over  and  do  it  right.” 

VonKanel  had  just  learned  about  a 
program  called  Outreach  Bible  Study, 
developed  by  the  Sunday  School 
Board  as  an  evangelistic  tool  for 
reaching  unchurched  adults  and 
youths.  The  study  is  eight  weeks  long 
and  teaches  the  basics  of  Christiani¬ 
ty,  leading  people  toward  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ. 

VonKanel  offered  to  teach  such  a 
study  in  Diane’s  home  and  the  results 
were  life  changing.  Six  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  made  precessions  of  faith  — 
two  were  already  Christians,  but  one 
said  he  plans  to  become  more  involv¬ 
ed  with  his  church  —  and  the  little 


This  is  a  table  full  of  Christians  —  most  of  them  new  ones.  They  were  participants  at  right,  Randy  VonKanel,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Carthage,  which  sponsored  the 
in  an  evangelistic  program  called  Outreach  Bible  Study.  Their  teacher  was  the  man  project. 


group  is  a  part  of  a  new  Sunday  School  the  Bible  study  members  who  failed  “Not  only  did  we  see  some  people  could  lead  such  a  study, 
class  at  the  church,  led  by  Susan  Kin-  to  finish  the  course.  come  to  know  the  Lord,  but  the  Details  about  the  Outreach  Bible 

ton,  minister  of  ethication.  Apd  the  church  is  looking  at  begin-  course  gave  us  a  sense  this  type  of  Study  can  be  obtained  from  the  Sun- 

VonKanel  has  baptized  four  of  the  ning  another  course  at  a  trailer  park  outreach  can  work,”  said  VonKanel.  day  School  Department  of  the 
participants  and  plans  followup  with  near  the  church.  VonKanel  says  that  any  layperson  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Executive  Committee  approves  plans 
for  evangelistic  project  in  Japan  >, 

_  V 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Japanese  centennial  of  Baptist  work  MBCB  employees  receivea  three  per- 
Board’s  Executive  Committee  last  there.  cent  cost  of  living  raise  next  January 

week  a{^>roved  preliminary  plans  for  Mississif^ian  Bill  Peacock,  who  and  up  to  two  percent  merit  raises  in 
Mississippi  involvement  in  an  leads  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1969, 

evangelistic  project  in  Japan.  partnership  evangelism  for  the  ‘received  the  resignaUons  from  the 

'The  Japan^  Baptist  NaUonal  Coo-  Orient,  will  train  the  volunteers.  convenUon  board  of  Ernest  Sadler 
has  invited  Missmi^i  Bap-  business  the  committee:  and  Jon  Doler,  both  of  whom  have 

Uststol^dman^ngehsticcam-  Accepted  the  bid  of  Washington  moved, 
paign  m  October  of  1969  m  40  churches 

iX  Tbkyo  and  Fukuoka  areas,  one  2^  ^  ^ 

week  in  each  area  $5,930.70  to  purchase  a  portable  soum  managerial  personnel  up  to  five  per- 

'The  need  will  be  fw  a  total  (rf  about  Church  Music  i^uy,  execuUve 

150  persons  to  work  in  the  campaigns  director,  said  will  make  recruitment 

on  teams  which  will  include  a  pastor  ’'elected  Wayne  Burkes  of  Clinton  to  of  staffers  easier  for  the  MBCB. 

and  two  or  three  laypersons  including  M  the  unexpirrf  term  of  Paul  Stevens  *and  approved  the  interim  report  of 

women.  ^  convention  board.  Sterns  has  auditors  from  Peat  Marwick  Main 

Cost  will  be  about  $2,000-12,500  per  moved  to  Southwestern  Seminary.  3D(]  Company  which  indicated  that 
person.  Approved  for  budget  conunittee  the  MBCB  accounting  system  has  no 

The  project  will  be  highlighting  the  consideration  a  recommendation  that  problems. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Dot  Pray,  con&ract  keyboard  consul-  there  were  none, 
tant  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  C<mi-  Problems  to  be  overcome  in  attract- 
vention  Board,  was  featinred  on  a  ing  students  into  organ  training  in¬ 
panel  of  organ  experts  during  the  dude  insufficient  financial  compensa- 
Church  Music  Conference  in  San  An-  tion,  lack  of  interesting  music  being 
tonio  recently.  played,  lack  of  recognition  of 

The  conference,  held  prior  to  the  organists  in  churches,  and  such  alter- 
Southem  Baptist  Convention  there,  in-  natives  being  used  as  tape  tracks,  and 
eluded  special  interest  sessions  for  electronic  music  instead  of  organs, 
musicians.  Pray’s  session  concerned 


Pray  said  Mississippi  is  planning  11 CYV  YV11LC19  ICOSUIi  CUIIilllCIltO 

the  shortage  of  qualified  organists  and  adult  keyboard  festiv^  and  fw  the  '  '  *  C7 

pianists  in  Southern  Baptot  churches,  present  features  organists  in  the  (Continued  from  page  3)  denominational  activities  is  lengthy,  from  Southern  Seminary.  He  and  his 

Serving  on  the  panel  with  Pray  were  children’s  festivals.  He  was  graduated  from  high  school  Steve  Odom,  Pascagoula  native,  wife,  Jan,  have  two  children. 

Jerry  Aultman  of  New  Orleans  Riddle  said  a  church  organist  could  at  Shubuta,  Miss.;  from  college  at  moved  to  the  Hattiesburg  pastorate  in  Odom  has  been  pastor  advisor  for 
Seminary,  and  Polly  Riddle  of  take  on  a  high  school  keyboard  stu-  Mercer  University;  and  from  1966.  Previously  be  had  at  various  the  state  BSU  Executive  Committee 

William  Jewell  (College  in  Missouri,  dent  to  teach.  And  it  was  noted  that  seminary  in  New  Orleans.  times  been  CPE  chafriain  at  Central  and  president  of  the  BSU  Advisory 

Of  particular  need  is  organists  for  church  music  directors  should  en-  His  pastorate  at  Parkway  began  in  State  Hospital,  Louisville,  Ky.;  assis-  (Committee  at  University  of  Southern 

churches.  'They  need  to  be  able  to  ’courage  good  students  to  play  the  1956.  Other  pastorates  were  in  tant  j;>astor  at  First  Church,  Panama  Mi8sissippi.Hi8writingshaveinclud- 

sight  read  music,  emphasize  it,  and  organ.  Walthall  County  and  in  Baldwin,  Ga.  City,  Florida;  and  pastor  of  Buck  edarticle8inAdiiltLeaderBlilp,Clui8- 

modulate  Pray  said  that  as  of  today  Said  Aultman  of  organ  playing, ‘Ifk  During  the  Korean  conflict  he  was  an  Cre^  Church,  Buck  Creek,  Miss.  tian  Single,  and  Pulpit  Digest.  Also  he 

there  are  three  organ  majors  in  not  just  so  the  ushers  won’t  have  to  Air  Fbrce  chaplain;  during  World  War  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col-  was  editor  of  Steady  in  An  Unsteady 

Mississippi  colleges.  Only  a  year  ago  take  up  the  offering  in  silence”  H,  be  served  in  Europe  The  list  of  his  lege  and  has  .’Th.M.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  World,  published  by  Judson  Press. 
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Award  goes  to 
‘sharp’  pastor 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Maybe  Vd  call  it  Memory  Manor 


I’ve  found  a  place  I  want  to  keep  in  As  we  walked  across  .to  the  dining 

mind  in  case  one  day  I  decide  to  move  room,  Jimmy  pointed  out  the  place  ^ 

into  a  retirement  home  Harris  Manor  where  he  plans  to  plant  a  Victorian 

in  Crystal  SiHings  ai^>eals  to  me  garden  with  heart-shaped  boxwood 

because  of  its  quiet,  small  town  set-  txMxlers  surrounding  roses  and  day 

ting  (post  office^  grocery  store,  lilies.  (I  remembered  that  his  Grand- 

church,  drugstore  and  nearby);  father  Lane  was  an  ardent  gardener.) 

because  of  the  charm  I  find  in  an  old  Beyond  the  flowers  will  be  a  screen-  “ 

house;  and  because  of  the  young  ed  pavilion,  a  pond,  and  a  30-foot  ar-  “  ^  * 

owner  who  promises  to  treat  all  the  I  M  grape  artx>r. 

residents  like  part  of  his  family.  |  jIKc  W  In  the  dining  room,  Evelyn  and  I  sat 

Jimmy  Harris  I  first  knew  when  he  I  1  F  down  at  one  <rf  the  tables  covered  with 

was  a  tiny  boy  coming  to  the  office  to  peach  linen  cloths.  I  hated  to  wrinkle  *1^ 

visit  his  grandfather,  J.  E.  Lane,  then  jjHi  the  accordion-pleated  linen  napkin 

business  manager  of  the  Baptist  tucked  into  the  crystal  glass!  But  I  . 

Record  (Mr.  Lane  retired  in  1963).  f  .  was  happy  to  sample  the  chocolate  pie 

Now  the  grandson  has  dedicated  this  Jimmy  offered.  Fine  china  and  silver 

family-operated  personal  care  home  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  wallpapered 

to  the  memory  of  his  late  grand-  room,  as  does  a  magnificent 

parents,  Jimmy  and  Eunice  Lane,  mahogany  sideboard.  “We  have  Sun- 

who  were  members  of  Woodland  Hillk  day  buffet  from  12  to  2,”  said  Wilma, 

Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  Jimmy’s  mother.  “Jimmy  does  the 

Jimmy,  single,  lives  at  Harris  cooking.’’ 

Manor,  where  he  is  not  (mly  manager,  SHi  I  spied  Mr.  Lane'&  old  upright  Philco 

but  alM  decorator,  gardener,  cook,  jimmy  Harris  explains  some  of  the  uses  radio  against  one  wall.  ‘ 

and  caretaker.  One  of  five  children,  he  he  finds  (or  the  huge  griddle  on  the  big  In  the  kitchen  stands  a  big  black  gas 

is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State  and  bjack  gas  stove  which  has  been  in  use  (or  stove,  still  there  from  boarding  house  ^ 

a  former  school  teacher.  Fw  a  while,  decades  in  Crystal  Springs.  ~  clean  now  after  Jimmy  took 

as  a  realtor,  he  remodeled  and  sold  old  .  it  apart,  dipped  it  in  acid  bath,  and 

houses  in  McComb,  Then  when  he  we  stood  in  approval  on  the  shining  reassembled  and  seasoned  it.  Legend  J*.  ^  “ 

heard  that  the  Henington  House  in  hardwood  floor  of  the  living  room  and  goes  that  a  landlady  of  the  past  would  J*®* 

Crystal  Springs,  a  boarding  house  looked  at  the  mauve  walls,  windows  every  Sunday  morning  kill  and  cook 

since  1900,  was  for  sale,  he  saw  in  it  draped  in  blue,  the  Aubusson-style  40  chickens  for  lunch  at  Henington 

potential  for  bringing  a  long-time  nig,  the  chandeliers,  the  pictures,  the  House.  “  * 

dream  to  life  —  to  open  a  home  for  the  big  mirror  over  the  fireplace.  In  a  back  corner  of  the  food  y 

elderly.  Eight  light  and  airy  bedrooms  had  preparation  center  a  small  microwave 

Because  of  his  genuine  love  for  been  painted  antique  white  and  oven  looks  entirely  out  of  place  For 

older  people  he  said  he  wants  this  bordered  with  wallpaper.  More  meals  he  serves,  Jimmy  uses 

house  to  be  a  home  not  an  institution,  bedrooms  will  be  finished  later.  No  Southern  recipes  from  his  family’s 

“I  would  like  for  my  guests  to  do  permanent  residents  had  yet  check-  collection.  Many  he  learned  from  his 

whatever  they  want  to  do  —  cook,  ed  in,  but  several  elderly  persons  had  Grandmother  Lane  Fm*  instance,  the  *»’ 

paint,  plant  their  own  flowerbeds,  help  beeirstaying  for  short  periods  <rf  time  turnip  gre«i  souffle  His  own  specialty 

wato-  the  garden . . .  and  to  come  and  when  their  children  must  go  out  of  is  the  Harris  Tbmatopolis  Pie  tiesbu 

-go  as  they  like  I  want  them  to  feel  like  town.  This  type  of  service  is  available  I  remember  during  the  50s  and  60s 
a  part  of  my  family  l  want  them  to  be  to  anyone  who  needs  it.  Also  Harris  when  a  group  of  women  mailed  Bap-  „.  . 
surrounded  by  beauty.”  Manor  is  a  bed  and  breakfast  place,  tist  Records  with  wingmailers  on 

Actually  the  manor  is  two  houses  and  is  open  for  wedding  rece{kions,  Tuesday  afternoons  and  Wednesday.  ^ 
connected  by  a  latticed  walkway,  club  meetings,  or  private  parties.  Mr.  Lane  would  organize  covered  dish 
bedrooms  in  one  and  dining  room  and  A  couple,  to  live  here  full-time,  will  dinners  for  them.  In  shopping  expedi-  y 
kitchen  in  the  other.  Walking  through  pay  $950  a  month.  For  one  person,  a  tions,  he  often  brought  pretty  dishes 
the  serene  rooms,  I  felt  as  if  I  had  private  room  is  $800,  a  semi-private  or  884  gadgets  to  give  his  co-workers.  V 
token  a  step  backward  in  time  Jim-  $550  (Phone  601-892-4225).  The  I  stiU  enjoy  a  red  glass  fruit  bowl  he 
my  had  scrubbed  the  oW  house  (it  had  residence  offers  supervised  care  for  gave  me 

h«win  omtUv  for  some  time),  oanered  nersons  unable  to  care  for  themselves  For  residents  at  Harris  Manor,  Jim-  ^ _ 


■  "  baptized  48,  including  a  92-year  old  himincludinga“PhT”(putyOurhus- 

man  whose  89-year  old  wife  also  came  band  through)  degree  from  NOBTS, 
BdPtismS  rise  for  rededicaUon.  We  have  also  had  47  he  feels,  is  due  a  lot  of  credit  along 

.  ^  by  letter  during  that  time.  But  we  with  his  church  and  the  association, 

in  Germany  grew  m  every  area  for  two  or  three  where  they  both  are  acUve. 

years,  and  then  it  got  to  a  point  where  They  have  two  sons,  Jonathan,  11, 
BAD  HOMBURG,  FEDERAL  vve  stopped.  I  think  the  reason  for  that  and  Justin,  eight. 

REPUBLIC  OF  GERMANY  —  Dur-  „n^  physical  growth  was  Irene  Martin  is  a  resident  of  the 

ing  1987  the  West  German  Baptist  t|,ere,  but  some  of  the  important  Steele  Community  and  an  employee 
Union  baptized  over  2,000  people,  the  things  like  Hjfc^pifohip  were  not  of  the  BAPTIST  RECORD.  She  has 
largest  number  of  believers  in  the  last  there.  &  we  began  i«tf«  Starvaval  Kit  kjwwn  John  Sharp  all  of  his  Ufe. 

20  years. 


Jimmy  Harris  and  his  mother,  WHma  (daughter  of  the  late  J.  E.  Lana,  a  (ormor 

businooo  managor  of  the  Baptist  Record)  welcome  a  guest  into  the  living  room 

of  Harris  Manor. 
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Thurwlay,  Jimc  30.  1988 


1st,  Grenada  celebrates 
150th  anniversary 


First  Church,  Grenada,  Jimmy  G. 
McGee,  pastor,  celebrat^  its  ses- 
quicentennial  on  June  26.  TO  GOD  BE 
THE  GLORY,  GREAT  THINGS  HE 
HAS  DONE  was  the  theme. 

L.  Gordon  Sensing,  Meridian,  a 
former  pastor,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
11  a.m.  service  Another  program  par¬ 
ticipant  was  John  W.  Landrum  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  also  a  former  pastor  and  now 
pastor  emeritus  of  the  church. 

There  was  special  music  by  the 
church  choir,  under  direction  of  Rick 
Munn,  minister  of  music.  Choir 


members  dressed  in  period  costumes, 
as  did  many  of  the  church  members. 

Dinner  on  the  grounds  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  program,  “Memories  and  Vi¬ 
sions.” 

The  Regular  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  on  June  30, 1838,  by  James 
Gatlin  Hall,  first  pastor.  There  were 
15  original  members. 

An  early  church  building  was 
destroyed  by  a  tornado,  and  the 
building  erected  in  1891  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1939.  The  church  has  grown 
to  a  membership  of  more  than  1,600. 


Revival  dates 


Bluff  Spriggs  (Pike):  July  10-13; 
Jimmy  McClendon,  Doddsville, 
evangelist;  Rick  Greene,  Jackson, 
music;  services,  11  a.m.  Sunday,  7 
each  night;  Randy  Lewman,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove  First.  Heidelberg: 
homecoming,  July  17;  revival,  July 
18-22;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  concert  by  the  Delta  Boys; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  CSuirles  Williams, 
president.  Southern  Baptist  Cento-  for 
Biblical  Studies,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
preaching. 

Pleasant  Hill,  New  Hebron:  July 
10-15;  homec(Hning,  July  10,  lunch 
served  in  fellowship  hall;  no  ni^t  ser¬ 
vice;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  James 
Berch,  evangelist;  Charles  Rodgers, 
pastor,  leading  song  service. 


Oak  Grove  (Jeff  Davis):  July  10-15; 
L.  C.  Anthony,  Old  Hebron  (Jeff 
Davis),  speaker;  Norman  Crocket, 
pastor,  leading  music;  lunch, 
feUowship  hall,  noon;  evening  ser¬ 
vice,  1:30  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m. 


Line  Creek,  Morton:  July  10-13; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6:30  p.m;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Doug  Warren, 
bivocational  pastor,  Shiloh,  Vaiden, 
preacherl- Jimmy  McCaleb,  bivoca¬ 
tional  music  director,  Southside, 
Jackson,  and  consultant  in  the  Music 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  music;  Kenneth  Omk, 
1st  Vice  President  of  the  National 
Council  on  Bivocational  Ministries, 
pastor. 


Homecomings 


Leaf  River,  Pineville:  July  3;  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m.;  preaching,  11 
a.m.;  dinner  served;  the  Dearmons 
from  Quitman,  singing;  afternoon 
service,  the  Reflations  from  Morton 
and  youth  choir  from  Assembly  of 
God  Church,  EUlisville;  no  night  ser¬ 
vice;  Ed  Holloman,  pastor. 

Corinth,  Heidelberg:  July  3;  10 
a.m.,  Sunday  School;  11  a.m.,  W.  E. 
Greene,  preaching;  lunch  in 
fellowship  hall;  after  lunch,  singing 
and  preaching  by  Steve  Pouncey;  no 


night  services;  Johnny  Breazeale, 
pastor. 

Fairfield,  Moselle:  July  10;  90th  an¬ 
niversary;  services,  Sunday,  11  a.m., 
Ronnie  Bis)^  pastor,  Salem,  (Collins, 
speaker;  dinner  on  grounds  (after 
service)  gospel  music  by  the  Patter¬ 
son  Family,  reading  oi  brief  church 
history;  Robert  Fortenberry,  pastor. 

Malmaison:  July  10;  speaker,  Gary 
Ihnner;  pot  luck  meal  after  service; 
singing  in  the  afternoon. 


Staff  changes 


First  Cbnrcb,  Leland,  has  called 
Jon  Doler  as  pastor.  He  goes  to 
Leland  after  serving  as  pastor  at 
I  Raleigh  for  eight 
[years.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Mis- 
'sissippi  College 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  is 
married  to  the 

I  former*  Scotti 
Wilson  of  Bellefon- 
taine,  and  they 
have  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Andrea,  9,  Scott,  5,  and 
Jondelyn,  3  months. 

Jeff  Cate  has  been  called  to  serve 
as  fulltime  youth  leader  for  the  sum¬ 


mer  months  at  Commission  Road 
Church,  Gulf  (Oast  He  is  a  student  at 
Samford  University,  Birmingham 

Clyde  Pnllcn  a  native  of  Vicksburg, 
has  accepted  the  pastorate  of 
Westview  Church,  Jadnoo,  effective 
July  10.  He  is  going 
from  Robinhood 
(Ourch,  Brandon. 
Pullen  is  a 
graduate  of  Hinds 
Jr.  college,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College, 
and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  and 
his  wife,  Janie, 
Pullen  have  3  children, 
ages  16, 14,  and  11. 


Search  Committee  outlines  .  .  . 


Vemer 


Ann  and  Don  Dent 

Mississippians 
to  speak  at 
Ridgecrest 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Southern 
Baptist  foreign  missionaries  Don  and 
AnnC  Dent  and  Marjorie  Vemer  will 
be  featured  speak¬ 
ers  in  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union 
Conference  July 
I  2-8  at  Ridgecrest 
Baptist  conference 
(Onto,  Ridgecrest, 
N.C. 

Vemer,  who  lives 
in  Hattiesburg, 
works  in  Ghana  as 
a  school  nurse  for  the  Ghana  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Abuakwa. 

The  Dmts,  who  live  in  Clinton,  work 
in  Singapore.  He  is  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  does  church  and 
home  work. 

“A  Future  and  a  Hope”  will  be  the 
theme  for  this  year’s  meeting. 
Features  of  WMU  week  will  include 
WMU  conferences,  special  interest 
conferences,  missionary  testimonies 
and  missions  cinemas  and  vespers. 

Pastor’s  widow  dies 

Mrs.  Catherine  COanford,  71,  a 
schoolteacher,  died  of  cancer  June  17 
at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  (toiter 
in  Jackson. 

Services  were  held  June  18  at 
Southern  Hills  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson. 

Mrs.  (Branford,  a  native  of  Jackson, 
had  lived  in  Charleston,  Indianola, 
Canton  and  Jonesboro,  Aiii.  She  had 
lived  in  (Hinton  since  1966. 

She  was  a  graduate  of  Belhaven  Col¬ 
lege  and  taught  school  for  several 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  Southern 
Hills  Church. . 

She  was  the  widow  of  David  T.  (Han¬ 
ford,  who  was  pastor  at  Southern  Hills 
Churd)  for  22  years. 

Survivors  include:  brother,  Robert 
L.  Williams  Jr.  of  Jackson;  and 
grandchildren,  Kathy  Womack  and 
Ehic  Womack,  both  of  (Hinton. 


CLASSIFIED 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Fnaeml  and  casket  — 
f  I495.M.  We  serve  entire  state.  ChU 
(661)  366-6565  or  write:  163  W. 
Nortbside  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  36266. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  KeUera  Conntry 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more),  Enreka  Sp^gs,  Ark.  Air 
comUtioning,  pooL  18  tickets,  lodg¬ 
ing,  and  meab,  ALL  for  |22  each! 
Call  561/2568418  today! 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
Rudolph  C.Yakym,  South  Bend.  Ind. ; 
C.  Nolan  Phillips,  Middletown,  Ohio; 
Harry  A.  Lane,  Eutawville,  S.C. ;  and 
Alma  Ruth  Morgan,  Bartlesville, 
Okla.  (hnceming  political  leanings, 
only  Elkins  was  known  to  be  a 
moderate. 

Atchison  said  no  search  committee 


member  would  be  c&isidered  for  the 
post. 

Biographical  sketches  of  nominees 
should  be  sent  to  Joe  W.  Atchison, 
director  of  missions,  Benton  Associa¬ 
tion,  Box  764,  Rogers,  Ark.  72757.  Alet- 
ter  of  permission  from  the  person 
whose  name  is  beii^  submitted  must 
be  included. 


A  great  ackfidon  to  your  (jtcat 
Ptwsion  Play/Eurefca  Spring  ti^ 
Now  In  our  13(h  consecutive  season 
of  piovkfing  ^cat  femlly  enleflainmcnt 
St^an  extra  day  to  sec  hlstortc 
Eureka  Springs  and  foe  Pine  Mountain 
Jamboree.  Alr-condIttoned.  Comfort¬ 
able  cushtoned  foealer-atyle  sealing 
Plenty  of  bus  patfdn^and 
alleidion  for  ^otgw.  reservations 
or  mote  iqformatloa  enlle  or  calL 
Pbie  Mounfoin  Jamboree,  Rt  L 
Box  283,  Eureka  Springs,  AR  7263Z 

(501)  253-9156 


SATELLITE  NETWORK.  INC 

Effective  June  5,  1988 
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AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 


Brandonff>Mrt  Rankin  County  Cats*  Cli36 

BaySpringa  Vidao  Inc.  Cti  IS 

Bnica  WWoolBruca  Catila  Cti  8 

W07BN  Low  Pbwar  TV  Ch  7 

CaawunCMy  CaSioun  Anlanna  Ca  4 

Clavatand  WWnar  Amai  Cabla  CMO 

QisanvWa  McCaar  Cabla  Oi  is 

Hoiandata  Broadband  Cabla  Cb  17 

Jackaon  CapM  Cabla  Cb  14 

Maridlan  (kimcaai  Cabla  Cb  31 

Haniaaburg  UA.  Cabla  Cb  6 

taurol  _ laural  Ownmunky  Cabla  Ch  16 


For  intonnation  contact: 


m 


Miaa.  Baplial  Conv.  Bd. 
P.  Q  BoaSSO 
Jackaon.  MS  36205 


SEND  FOR  FREE  BROCHURES 


Just  for  the  Record 


Secretaries  attending  the  Church  •  workshop  on  church  publications  will 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  be  held.  The  overall  theme  of  the  con- 
Conference  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  ference  is  “Life  Savers  for  Successful 
Assembly,  July  U-13,  will  study  a  Secretaries.” 
variety  of  topics,  including  coping  _  ,  ... 

with  stress  and  staff  relations. 

•me  conference  opens  Monday.  Ju- 

ly  11,  and  concludes  with  lunch  on  ^slors  secretary  at  First  Church, 
Wednesday,  July  13. 

The  agenda  calls  for  eight  con-  A  workshop  registration  form  may 
ference  sessions,  each  approximate-  be  obtained  from  the  Church 
ly  one  hour  in  length.  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 

Other  topics  include  “Filing  Tips  Department  at  the  Baptist  Building, 
and  Ttechniques,”  ‘The  Telephone ;  968-3800.  Requests  for  overnight  lodg- 

Life-Saver  or  Time-Waster?,”  ‘Time  ing  and  meals  should  b^  made 
Management,”  “The  Latest  in  Office  through  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Ek]uipment  and  Services.  “Also  a  in  Pass  Christian,  452-7261. 


A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 

invites  your  IMDICATIOM  OF  INTEREST  FOR 
FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 


GAs  of  Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson,  recently  had  their 
first  Mother/Daughter  Banquet.  Mrs.  Sheryl  Ray,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea,  and  home  on  furlough,  was  the  speak¬ 
er.  The  theme  was  “A  Heart  for  Missions.”  Pictured 
back  row,  are  Sarah  Combs,  Jennifer  Triissell,  Amy  Jones 
Rachel  Burt,  Angela  Ray,  Sheryl  Ray,  second  row,  Lind¬ 


sey  Power,  Angie  Kron,  Nikki  Case,  Allison  Hobbs,  and 
Becky  Holden.  First  row,  Amy  McKee,  Naomi  Fortune, 
Katie  Jane  Ragland,  Mandy  Duncan,  and  Lori  Hamel. 
GA  director  is  Ibressa  Fortune  and  GA  leaders  are  Pam 
Anderson,  Melody  Walker,  Beverly  Trussell,  and  Max¬ 
ine  Kron. 


1 2.00% 


Interest  Payable  Semiannually  Check 
.This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers  are  made  by  prospectus  only. 


anniversary 

reception  July 
in  Mr. 

V  ^  t\  jflPtaPt  \  Clifford  Watson  has  been  cancelled, 

I  V  (  T  *  due  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Watson. 

^  f  (P  ||  in  concert  at 

1  I  f|  Hovis  was  a  regular  on  the  Lawrence 

I  t  years  and  began  his 

career  on  the  Art  Linkletter  House 

GAs  of  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Columbus,  recently  received  missions  adven-  Toni  JSeawright,  Miss  .Mississippi, 
tures  awards.  The  recognition  service  theme  was  centered  around  the  100th  will  be  guest  soloist  for  “LIBERTY," 
birthday  of  WMU  and  the  75th  birthday  of  GAs.  a  musical  celebration  of  freedom 

Pictui^,  front  row,  are,  Melanie  Crowder,  Sherrie  Newsom,  Kelly  O’Mary,  presented  by  First  Church,  Crystal 
Mary  Evelyn  Graves,  Kristen  Long,  and  Ashley  Bartimus;  back  row,  Jessica  Springs.  The  program  is  scheduled  for 
Bums,  Alesha  Ellison,  Allison  Pritchard,  Nicole  Kemp,  Stephanie  Edmond-  8  pm.,  July  3,  at  the  Lake  Chautauqua 
son,  Ibbitha  Baucom,  Shannon  Edmondson,  Kassie  Lowe,  Mandy  Tullos,  Loir  Amphitheater  on  Highway  51  North  in 
Haley,  Amanda  Hickman,  Lacie  Lowe,  and  Suzanna  Gore.  Crystal  Springs.  Admission  is  free. 

James  Beasley  is  minister  of 

Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg,  gave 
^  June  26  to  honor  Richard 

'  \  **  Davis  and  his  family,  and  to  celebrate 

M-  ••  ^Mtm  I"-  — X — .  Davis'  tenth  anniversary  on  the 

(i>  I  ''  V  >  •  church  staff.  He  began  as  minister  of 

I  tn  ^  youth  and  now 

^  i.  H7  jT  pastor /administrator. 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  Culbertson 
IRA.  Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted.  In  most  cases. 


For  further  information,  call  collect  or  send-this  to: 
I  I  Christy  H.  Overby,  Account  Executive 
A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 


Investment  Bankers 
309  Mockingbird  Lane 
Madison,  MS  39110 
(601.)  856-9158 


Name 


Street _ 

City,State.Zip 
^Telephone  No. 


Come  to  the  BEACH 
For  great  Family  Fun 
on  the  GULF 

- 4  DAYS/3  NIGHTS  — 

May  1 -Sept.  5  1-4  persons  Sundays 

f\r\*  in  room  thru 

^  I  ■  UmUU  plus  tax  Thurs 

INCLUDES: 

\  •  3  NIGHTS  ACCOMMODATIONS 

\  •  $25  Food  Allowance 
j  j  •  Discount  coupon  for  area  attractions 

*  (or  any  3  nights:  Sept  6-Jan  31  $115, 

Feb  1-April  30.  1989  $145) 

Gulf-front,  heated  pool,  beach,  cable  color  TV, 
free  HBO,  spacious  rooms,  suites,  dining  room, 
entertainment,  game  room,  children's  play  area 
Year-round  golOlehing.  sightseeing,  26  mil6s 
of  white  sandy  beach.  2  biks.  to  Edgewater 
Shopping  Mall  (over  1(X)  stores).  Group  rates, 
various  package  plans.  Children  under  18  free 
in  parents'  room. 


!\ 

/  .rr-r-^S^ /<•  ■ 

ASK  ABOUT 
OUR  OTHER 
PACKAGES: 
2,  3,  4,  5  nights, 
fw  Golfers,  and 
Families.  Couples, 
Groups.  Business 
Travelers. 


A  Centennial  quilt  made  by  women  of  Firet  Church,  Ykzoo  City,  was  a  winner 
of  a  second  place  ribbon  in  its  category  at  Richmond.  Virginia.  Shown  with  the  quilt 
are  some  of  the  ones  who  pieced  or  quMed:  Mrs.  Estelle  Guion,  WMU  director;  Pauline 
Landshaw;  Ruby  Nell  Cowsert,  Centennial  chairman;  Mrs.  Gene  Roark;  Mrs.  Judy 
Moore;  Mrs.  Sarah  Martin,  quilt  coordinator;  and  Linda  Jenkins. 


“The  Conunitment  Continues"  was 
the  theme  for  the  WMO  centennial 
celebration  and  Actean  recognition  ser¬ 
vice  hpkl  May  15  at  Ethel  Church.  Ac- 
teens  recognized  were  Jennifer  Nance. 
Oueen-with-Scepter.  left,  and  Shelle  Lind¬ 
say,  Queen.  Mrs.  Donna  Brown,  Acteen 
leaMvcoprdinaled  the  program  After  the 
service,  the  WMU  held  a  centennial  bir¬ 
thday  party  in  horKX  of  the  Acteens.  V 

George  Comett,  pastor  of  Calvary  I 
LJhureh,  Gulf  Coast,  was  ordained  I 
May  29.  His  brother,  Gary  Cornett,  ■ 
preached  the  ordination  sermon.  * 

Lois  Hicks,  member  of  Kittiwake  | 
Church,  served  as  a  volunteer  mis-  | 
sionary  June  2-10  in  Bolivia.  She  and  | 
another  volunteer  conducted  VBS  and  ■ 
other  activities  for  MKs' while  the  | 
missionaries  were  in  mission  s 
meeting.  ~ 


TOLL-FREE  DILLJAI 

In  MS.  800-654-1483  MOTOR  INI 
In  US.  800-345-1570  2736  beach  blvo.  depi 

601-388-3310 

^  BILOXI,  MISSISSIPPI  39531 


Ebenezer  Church,  BaaefMd,  presented  its  hrst  annual  RA,  GA,  and.  Acteen 
Recognition  Service,  May  1.  Pictured  are  Bobby  McNease.  Morrell  Porter,  Kristi  Ha^ 
Ion,  Ashley  Broome,  Debra  Jor>es.  Brandi  Hatton.  Kimberly  Cramer,  and  Alex  Broome: 
second  row,  Linda  Polk,  Tina  Mitchell,  and  1erri  Lynne  Lee.  Not  pictured,  Brooke 
Deweaae. 


Moses  institutes  festivals  celebrating  ^ rod’s  victory 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley. 

Exodus  12:1-27 

God  in  bis  infinite  wisdom  foresaw  that,  as 
time  went  by,  men  would  be  tempted  to  forget 
all  that  God  had  done  for  them  in  the  past.  Con- 
sequently,  in  preparation  for 
that  eventuality,  he  com¬ 
manded  Moses  to  set  aside 
a  special  time  for  Israel  to 
recall  God’s  deliverance  and 
pi;otection  in  bringing  them 
out  of  their  slavery  in  a 
foreign  land.  The  Passover 
observance  was  thus  given 
^  as  a  memcHial  to  a  time 

Shirley  when  Jehovah  interceded  in 
a  historical  situation  in  a  physical  way  to  ac¬ 
complish  his  will.  Surely  we  do  well  when  we 
pause  on  our  national  holidays  to  recall  that 
God  has  blessed  our  nation  throughout  her 
history.  Not  only  will  we  then  be  prone  to  ex¬ 
press  our  gratitude  to  him  but  alM  to  accept 
our  responsibility  to  keep  America  Christian. 

On  that  first  occasion,  every  man  was  to  take 
a  young  male  lamb  without  blemish  for  his 
house,  kill  it,  and  place  its  blood  on  the  door¬ 
post.  The  meat  was  all  to  be  eaten  that  night 


UNIFORM 

with  unleavened  bread.  This  meal  was  to  be 
consumed  in  haste  with  their  sandals  on,  their 
rods  in  their  hands,  ready  lur  an  immediate 
departure.  It  was  during  that  night  that  God 
was  to  pass  through  the  land  and  smite  the 
firstborn  of  each  household.  Only  those  who  had 
been  obedient  and  made  provisions  as  God  had 
commanded  would  be  “passed  over.” 

One  must  deal  with  a  moral  question  when 
we  realize  that  innocent  individuals  as  well  as 
guilty  ones  died  during  that  night.  However,  it 
is  still  true  today  that  although  guilt  cannot  be 
transferred,  the  innocent  still  continue  to  suf¬ 
fer  as  a  result  of  their  parents’  sin.  Some  have 
found  satisfacticm  in  concluding  that  the  death 
of  the  firstborn  was  IxtMight  about  a  natural 
pestilence  resulting  from  the  pollution  of  the 
water  and  the  sickness  of  the  cattle.  However, 
since  only  the  firstborn  in  each  household  died, 
the  likelihood  of  this  being  the  case  is  virtual¬ 
ly  impossible.  Whatever  the  tockground  may 
have  been,  we  are  told  that  God  would  pass 
through  and  smite  the  Egyptians  but  would 
save  those  who  in  obedience  to  his  warning  and 


promise  had  made  proper  preparatiims  for  this 
time  of  judgment. 

The  Passover  Feast  was  not  to  be  limited  to 
that  present  generation  but  was  to  be  continued 
forever  as  a  perpetual  reminder  to  future 
generations  of  the  time  when  God  has  spared 
his  people  from  death  when  the  final  p^gue  had 
come  upon  the  firstborn  of  the  land.  Fathers 
were  to  teach  these  things  to  their  children  and 
lead  them  in  the  feast  of  observance. 

This  Jewish  method  of  perpetuating  their 
faith  in  the  home  has  never  been  improved 
upon.  Responsibility  for  the  younger  family 
members  was  not  delegated  to  outside  people 
or  institutions,  lb  this  day,  the  descendants  of 
those  who  were  delivered  from  Egyptian  bond¬ 
age  are  learning  from  their  own  fathers  how 
God  interceded  in  the  lives  of  their  early 
ancestors  to  make  possible  their  existence  and 
freedom  today. 

The  Feast  of  Unleavened  Bread  com¬ 
memorated  the  deliverance  of  Israel  from 
Egypt  in  haste  when  there  was  no  time  to 
prepare  a  leavened  meal.  These  reminders 
were  not  for  God’s  benefit  but  for  man's. 
Although  our  present  troubles  may  be  of  lesser 
intensity  than  those  in  that  day,  they  are  just 


as  real.  Ti.«  regular  observance  of  the  ritual 
reminds  that  what  God  has  been  in  the  past,  he 
is  still  today.  If  ne  could  rescue  his  people  then, 
he  can  deliver  one  from  his  present 
predicament. 

The  Lord's  Supper  serves  the  same  purpose 
in  our  lives  as  we  recall  that  his  body  was 
broken  and  his  blood  shed  for  us.  As  the 
Passover  does  for  our  Jewish  friends,  this 
observance  should  deepen  our  awareness  of  the 
existence  and  presence  of  God,  create  in  us  a 
feeling  of  gratitude  and  reverence,  and  inspire 
in  us  greater  faith  and  courage. 

God  commanded  that  the  Passover  was  to  be 
observed  when  they  came  to  the  land  which  he 
would  give  them.  It  is  when  we  are  in  positions 
of  safety  and  comfort  that  we  are  most  likely 
to  forget  our  need  for  God.  This  rite  of  the  Jews 
and  our  Supper  observance  serve  to  remind  us 
that  our  present  freedom  and  blessings  are  not 
accidental.  God  was,  and  is,  greater  than  the 
forces  of  evil.  Men  have  sought  security  in 
many  places.  It  is  found  only  in  the  one  who 
defeat^  Pharaoh  in  Egypt  and  sin  and  death 
on  the  cross. 

Bob  Shirley  is  pastor.  Parkway,  Tupelo. 


Our  bent  to  sinning:  we  need  divine  love 


By  Steve  Odom 
Hosea  1:2-3;  4:1-3,  10-12 
It  has  been  said  of  the  English  hymn  writer, 
Charles  Wesley,  that  he  had  the  melodic  instinct 
of  famous  Austrian  composer  Franz  Schubert. 

Every  thought  that  came  in¬ 
to  Wesley’s  mind  seemed  to 
shape  itself  in  lyrical  form. 
His  hymns  were  written  at 
home,  at  church,  in  the 
fields,  while  walking  on  the 
street,  and  even  while  riding 
on  horseback.  Before  Wesley 
died  at  age  70,  he  had  writ¬ 
ten  more  than  6,500  hymns, 
Odom  12  of  which  have  made  their 
way  into  the  1975  edition  of  our  Baptist  Hym¬ 
nal.  One  in  particular  is  entitled  “L^  Divine, 
all  Loves  Excelling.”  The  second  verse  of  this 
familiar  hymn  is,  like  the  other  verses,  address¬ 
ed  to  God  and  asks  that  God  “take  away  our 
l>ent  to  sinning.” 

Charles  Wesley  knew  what  we  all  know  about 
ourselves,  even  if  we  are  reluctant  to  admit  it. 
We  choose  to  walk  the  way  of  sin  much  more 
often  than  we  choose  to  walk  the  way  of  salva- 
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tion.  For  that  reason,  we  need  a  love  that  ex¬ 
cels  all  other  loves,  a  love  that  will  not  let  us 
go,  a  divine  love,  if  we  are  ever  to  be  saved  from 
self-destruction. 

The  Old  Tbstament  prophet,  Hosea,  introduc¬ 
ed  a  concept  of  sin  which  differed  from  that  of 
the  prophet,  Amos.  Amos  saw  sin  as  a  breach 
of  the  laws  of  God,  a  disobedience  for  which 
Hebrews  and  Gentiles  alike  would  be  judged. 
Hosea  concentrated  upon  sin  as  Israel’s  failure 
to  fulfill  their  covenant  relationship  with  God. 
For  Hosea,  sin  was  more  than  breaking  a  law, 
it  was  also  breaking  a  relationship.  Faithfulness 
or  loyalty  in  a  relatumship,  or  the  lack  of  it,  is 
the  focus  of  Hoseab  message  to  Israel  and  to  us. 

That  great  Hebrew  word  “hesed,”  or  loyal 
love,  communicates  God’s  promise  always  to  re¬ 
main  faithful  in  his  relationship  with  us.  Sin, 
therefore,  is  not  just  an  act  of  transgression.  It 
is  unfaithfulness  in  a  relationship  which  results 
in  alienation. 

The  believer’s  relationship  with  God  is  an  ex¬ 


clusive  and  sacred  relationship.  Unfaithfulness 
to  God  can  be  compared  to  infidelity  in  mar¬ 
riage.  Hosea  heard  God  calling  him  to  a  pro¬ 
phetic  act  which  would  demonstrate  clearly  to 
Israel  the  nature  of  their  sin.  He  took  to  himself 
"a  wife  of  harlotry”  by  the  name  of  Gomer  and 
had  children  by  her.  Such  an  act  was  intended 
to  demonstrate  Israel’s  “flagrant”  un¬ 
faithfulness  to  God  (1:2-3). 

Various  views  exist  regarding  Hosea’s  mar¬ 
riage  to  (jromer.  Some  claim  that  the  account 
is  only  an  allegory  to  illustrate  the  relationship 
of  Israel  and  God.  But  tM  hick  of  any  sym¬ 
bolism  in  the  name  “(JOTier”  and  the  narrative 
style  of  the  passage  dictate  against  siKh  a  view. 
Others  contend  that  Gomer  was  actually  chaste 
at  the  time  of  marriage  and  that  the  word 
“harlotry”  means  she  had  committed  spiritual 
adultery  by  leaving  Hosea’s  (jlod  for  idols.  This 
conjecture  fits  the  text  better  but  is  reading 
more  into  the  account  than  is  actually  there. 
Many  Old  Tbstament  scholars  are  still  satisfied 
with  the  events  of  Hosea’s  marriage  as  re¬ 
counted  in  this  book  of  the  prophets. 

The  consequences  of  our  bent  to  sinning,  of 


our  chosen  disloyalty  to  God,  as  manifold  and 
manifest.  Verses  1-3  of  Chapter  4  give  examples 
of  such  alienation  from  God.  Hiere  is  swear¬ 
ing,  deception,  murder,  stealing,  adultery, 
violence,  and  even  devastation  in  the  animal 
world.  In  light  of  current  political,  social, 
cultural,  and  ecological  corruption,  these 
results  of  our  self-centeredness  sound  disturb¬ 
ingly  contemporary.  Unfaithfulness  in  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God  has  devastating  effects 
wherever  there  is  the  potential  for  relation¬ 
ships,  whether  in  government  or  in  homes  or 
in  society  or  in  nature.  The  quality  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God  does  indeed  determine  the 
quality  of  relationships  around  us.  Alienation 
from  God  is  tantamount  to  alienation  from 
those  around  us. 

The  ‘bpirit  of  harlotry”  (verse  12)  is  the  spirit 
of  self-centeredness,  a  spirit  rooted  in  a  selfish 
will.  Self-gratification  knows  nothing  of  loyal¬ 
ty  to  another  and  is  destined  to  an  eternity  of 
loneliness.  In  our  bent  to  sinning,  may  we  ever 
remember  the  loyal  love  of  God. 

Steve  Odom  is  pastor.  University  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


Confronting  Jewish  traditions  and  meeting  needs 


¥ 


By  Frank  H.  Thomas,  Jr. 

Matthew  15:1-16:12 

In  Jesus’  day,  the  religious  parties  of 
Judaism  greatly  complicated  his  ministry. 
These  religious  parties  placed  their  own 
teachings  and  traditions 
above  the  actual  laws  of 
Moses  which  God  had  given 
to  the  people  at  Mount  Sinai. 
The  traditions  of  these 
religious  parties  are  refer¬ 
red  to  as  the  “tradition  of 
the  elders”  in  verse  2. 

The  scribes  and  Pharisees 
were  scholars  who  were 
Thomas  devoted  to  the  law,  its 
transmission,  its  preservation,  and  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  all  traditions  related  to  the  law.  We 
find  that  the  scribes  and  I*harisees  were  in  con¬ 
flict  frequently  with  Jesus  over  the  interpreta¬ 
tion,  understanding,  and  carrying  out  of  the 
scriptures.  Jesus  was  not  in  conflict  with  the 
law  of  God,  but  he  was  in  conflict  with  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  elders. 

Such  a  conflict  occurred  in  the  matter  of 
washing  of  hands.  The  ritual  handwashing  re¬ 
quirements  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
salvation  or  with  one’s  standing  before  God. 
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The  scribes  and  Pharisees,  however,  tried  to 
make  requirements  such  as  this  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  God’s  requirements.  Jesus  attemp¬ 
ted  to  bring  back  into  perspective  the  law  of 
(jod  and  its  true  thrust. 

Another  example  of  how  scribes  and 
Pharisees  circumvented  the  law  of  God  is  found 
in  verses  3-6.  The  law  of  God  was  clear  that  one 
should  honor  father  and  mother.  This  meant  in 
their  latter  years  some  significant  financial  or 
otherwise  material  outlay  of  resources  which 
the  adult  children  might  have  wanted  to  keep 
for  theftiselves.  Oneway  of  getting  around  the 
commandment  of  (kxl  to  honor  father  and 
mother  with  resources  was  to  say  that  these 
resources  were  dedicated  to  the  L^.  In  some 
versions  this  is  called  corban.  By  so  dedicating 
this  money  to  the  Lord  and  witl^lding  it  from 
the  father  and  the  mother,  the  adult  children 
had  made  the  commandment  of  God  to  have 
no  effect.  Yet  these  would  have  been  some  of 
the  same  people  who  would  protest  that  they 
honored  the  Lord  both  with  their  lips  and  with 
their  actions.  Jesus  pointed  out  that  they  were 
nothing  but  hypocrites,  for  their  heart  was  far 


from  him. 

Another  of  the  teachings  of  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  had  to  do  with  that  food  or  drink 
which  was  clean  or  unclean.  Jesus  refuted  this 
teaching  in  verses  10-11  by  pointing  out  that  not 
that  which  goes  into  a  man’s  body  defiles  him 
but  that  which  comes  out  of  his  mouth  and  out 
(rf  his  heart  is  what  defiles  him.  Jesus  was  more 
concerned  about  internal  defilement  than  he 
was  external  defilement.  If  a  man’s  heart  could 
be  cleansed,  then  his  life  would  be  cleansed  as 
well. 

It  is  with  a  cleansed  heart  that  a  true  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  Lord  can  be  made.  Such  com¬ 
mitment  was  made  by  the  woman  of  Ganaan 
who  came  to  Jesus  as  reported  in  verses  21-28. 
The  daughter  of  this  woman  was  vexed  with  a 
devil.  She  sought  Jesus  to  have  mercy  on  her 
daughter,  but  the  disciples  sought  to  send  her 
away.  Apparently  in  an  attempt  to  test  her 
commitment  and  her  resolve,  Jesus  said  that 
he  had  been  sent  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel. 

The  woman  worshipped  the  Lord,  asking  for 
his  help.  He  replied  by  issuing  the  troublesome 
phrase,  “It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children’s 
bread  aind  to  cast  it  to  dogs.”  Her  reply  was  that 
even  the  dogs  eat  the  crumbs  which  fall  from 
their  master’s  table.  Her  commitment  was 


firm,  and  she  was  tenacious  in  seeking  the  mer¬ 
cy  (rf  Jesus  upon  her  daughter. 

Had  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  been  as  firm 
in  their  commitment  to  the  words  of  the  Lord 
as  to  their  own  traditions,  they  would  have  been 
much  more  in  line  with  Jesus  and  more  useful 
in  his  ministry. 

The  scriptural  background  for  this  lesson 
comes  to  a  conclusion  with  the  first  12  verses 
in  Matthew  16  in  which  the  Pharisees  and  Sad- 
ducees  asked  for  a  sign  from  heaven.  The  rep¬ 
ly  of  Jesus  was  that  they  were  able  to  read  the 
signs  in  the  sky  but  that  they  could  not  discern 
the  signs  of  the  times.  It  was  a  measure  of  their 
wickedness  that  they  did  not  understand  what 
<]rod  was  doing  in  their  day.  In  closing  words 
to  his  disciples,  Jesus  wam^  them  against  the 
leaven  of  the  Pharisees  and  the  Sadducees. 

Confused  by  a  literal  versus  a  symbolic 
understanding  of  his  words,  the  disciples 
thought  that  Jesus  was  warning  them  against 
eating  bread.  He  had  to  explain  himself  to  them 
by  warning  them  against  the  influence  of  the 
Pharisees  and  the  Sadducees.  These  religious 
parties  were  troublesome  for  the  ministry  of 
Jesus  by  imposing  and  interjecting  their  tradi- 
Uons  over  those  of  Jesus. 

Frank  Thnmas  is  pastor,  Alta  Woods, 
Jackson. 
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Mr.  a  kbs  Don  Robiaaon 
Mr.  a  kbs.  J.  W  RobiBBon 
kb.  Gearge  SaoMwl  BaBcy 
lb.  a  Mn  Robert  A.  Smith 
kbs  Sibyl  Strykeai  Barksdale 
lbs  Ethel  B  Leary 
Mn  tone  Barlow 
BU  a  Betty  Jonee 
Gtadyi  A.  Bareca 
Ms.  Iria  H.  Iterell 
Fred  BaracM 
Sam  a  Kay  Newsom 
kbs.  Bryaa  Baruett 
kb  a  Mn.  Herbert  Btehop 
kbs  Erma  BaracM 
Mr  a  lbs  Stanley  Roberta 
Mn  Irma  BaracM 
Deborah  II  Sunday  School 
CMis  Forest 
kbs  WUiam  A.  Huff 
LBdmi  H.  Basterd 
lb  a  kbs  Ernest  L  Scniggi 
WlBtem  T.  Batemaa 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
llarhert  BcnneM.  Sr. 
kbs  Edith  Gibson 


Fitendi  at  Forest  Baptist 
Church 

Mr.  a  Mn  Stanley  Roberts 

MnW.  UBnaby 

Bob  a  Jayce  McCord 
Dewey  Batter 
kb.  a  Mn  Lynn  V.  Lingle 
Jeaa  Dewey  BwUcr 
Mn  Ma^  Grauihum 
lbs  Keuuatk  Bwltar 
Mr.  a  Mn  Merle  A.  Riley 
kbs  Mary  Lee  CaMweR 
Med.  AduK  Sunday  School 
OanDeKaJh 
Mr.  a  Mn  E  LXinlly 
Rebuoca  Sunday  School 
Oaas  DeKaR)  Baptist 
Charch 

Mn  Daroihy  W.  Shaw 


Mr.  a  Mn  Gragy  L.  \hacc 


kb.  a  Mn  Harbert  Miller  Jr. 
kb.  Oimles  E.  CanteoE  Rr. 
lbs  Thomas  FMo  Faine 


Graebar  Brothors  lac. 


kb.  a  Mn  J.  H.  Cairawny 
Ch  opiate  Beany  WHRaam 
Friend  at  Faeal  Baptist 


Mr.  WUham  BhBace  Allred 


kb  a  Mn  Nael  Lane 
te  kb  a  Mis.  Omrles  Uttte 
Carey  V.  BMte 
BUa  Betty  Jones 
kbs  ARea  Rone  da 
Mr  a  lbs.  G.  C.  Gardner-*- 


kbs  E  H.  Coamerty 
Jahay  Cmdter 
kbs  Winnie  Carlisle 
Mr.  BUCaa 
Kelly  a  Agnes  Pyroa 
Mn  CaislyBCaB 
Harry  Neal  k  Wees  Corder 
a  Fhmlly 
Mn  Rath  CTaB 
Mn  Leslie  Sl  Thrner 
Mn  Maria  P.  Crate 
Mr.  a  Mn  W.  E  TU 
Mr.  BRIJ.  Crenshaw 
kbs  MaigaretC  EUis 
AduH  1  Ladies  Sunday  School 
Claas  Calvary,  Louisrille 


Mr.  a  Mis.  Ernast  L.  Scrogga 


Rslpli,  LUy  a  Michael  Culp 
Mas  Mary  Crawley 
kb.  a  Mn  Ben  Tiimey 
Debra  Crmklrda 
Mr.  a  Mn  Randy  Johnson 
Momwood  Country  Cluh,  Port 
Gibsen 

lb.  a  lbs  Chevia  Swetman 
Mn  MaigaretC  CBmaatega 
Early  Bird  Whben  First 
Baptist  Church,  Canton 
Mn  Jessie  Cartia 
lb.  a  Mn  Max  Stewart 
Jaha  DaUto 
SUoam  Baptist  Church 
kbs  Mary  Lae  Loony 
kbs  Biadak  Paatela 
Ida.  Peggy  WilHamt 
elytra  Daria 
Mn  Ann  Johnson 
Mn  Bertie  Daria 
Mr.  a  Mn  A.  W  Lang  Jr. 
kbs  Chartei  L.  Daavers  Sr. 
North  McComb  Baptist 
Church 

Mr.  a  kbs  Roy  CHbuni 
BU  a  Ann  O’Hare 
Mr.  J.  P.  Decs 
Marc  McArthur  Fhmily 
Mr.  Reger  Detancy 
Kally  a  Agaaa  Pyron 
Mr.  EBscy  Delay 
Hr.  a  Mn  BUy  E  Rawh 
Mr.  a  kbs  Evans  Dcndy 
Mr.  a  Mn.  W.  E  Elllon 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Harold  Simmons 


Mr.  a  Mn.  Tridtt  PfaUUps 
Damn  a  PoRy  Dtehens 
kbs  Acriac  Dkhmsaa 
kbs  Margarat  C  EUia 
CharRe  Diehsaa 


kb.  Rahart  F.  Carpenter 
Mr.  a  Mn  Carl  M.  Kelly 
kb.  CacR  L.  Caspeater 
Mn  Leslie  S.  Thraer 
PSatar  Canon 
Mary  Jo  CampbeU 
kbs  Faatrr  Catsaa 
Mr.  a  Mn  Qnentia  Guenther 
lb.  a  Mn  C  P  Hewes 
Mr.  a  Mn  A.  W  Lang  Jr 
Mr.  a  Mn  M.  J.  Saunden 
Mn  Rath  WUhante 
kbs  aeirte  H.  Cartas 
Bob  and  Charleae  Themaa 
Mn  Finley  E  Hemee 
Mn  Laatec  Aadenaa  Carter 
Mn  Jac<|ueline  E  Gnakin 
Mmen  Carter 

Mr  a  kbs  E.  H.  AMdiurn  Sr 
kb.  Grltlte  Chaedler 
Brs  a  lbs  James  C.  Carr 
kb.  WHRam  L.  Chevaal 
Spring  HU  Baptist  Church. 
Hazlefaust 

Mn  Aante  Lsa  Charley 
kb.  James  W.  Gartin 
Braxtea  Claataa 
lb.  Jimmie  L  Blaylock 
Mn  E.  D.  Clark 
Paster  a  Deacons  Flrsl 
Baptist  Charch.  Water 
VhUey 

Dr.  Lee  Cackcrham 
Mr  a  lbs.  Eugene  Leftwich 
NaoMy  CacfcrcR 
Sunday  School  Claas  cuff 
Ttenple  Church,  Natehet 
Canale  Cateaa 

Mr.  a  kbs.  E  H.  Aafafaurn  Sr 


kb  a  Mn  Ray  Chburn 
Mary  Rath  Omrle 
Thd  a  Paasy  Manten 
Ms  Bikkte  Daasatt 
Mr  a  Mn  Charles  Ziek 
Mn  Irene  Daalap 
Mr  a  Mn  J.  C  Rochester 
Chrlsly  Dorham 
Ms  Janet  Canlee 
kb.  PrenDm  Dykes 
lb  Lamar  Harrington 


Mr  a  Mn  Ttenmy  F  Thylor 
kbs  Mary  NeB  May 
Mr.  Jamm  T.  ERIalt 
Mn  rhaaie  Iteeplea 
kb  a  lbs  James  T.  BaOaitl 
lbs  Maude  Embry 
lb  a  kin  Joe  a  WUliams 
Mn  E  A.  Emamns 
Mimes  San  a  Jane  Emmone 
BRI  EicR 

Ms  Flora  Dell  Smith 
Mr.  Rains  Pirgnsss 

Bra  a  kbs  James  C.  Carr 
Mn  Carmen  Fisher 
Mr  a  kbs  Robert  McDonald 
Mn  Ida  D  Flam* 
kb  a  lbs  Malcai  Norwood 
a  Family 
Alfred  Floyd 

kb.  a  kbs  W  P  McWilliams 
Jr. 

LacRkFarhci 
Alex  a  Nettie  Scruggs 
kb  M.  A.  Whikim 
LecUte  atewers  FUrhes 
kb  a  kbs  Cecil  M.  Boland 
kbs  Charles  FSrhes 
kbs  WhMou  Luter  Hughes 
Jehu  Hughes  '' 
LamdeFted 

kb.  a  kbs  Paul  D.  Brewer 
kbs  OsRy  F.  Fted 
Betty  a  Chartea  Eltorhe 
itas  Ifaiy  E  Fted 
BiR  Fraltc 

Louise  a  Fletcher  Ptesers 
Ihm  Garda  rr 
kb.  a  kba.  A.  W  Lnng  Jr. 
kbs  F  dm  sad  I.  Gary 
lbs  EvauDoasett 
kbs  Rabyc  Laa  Gallte 
Vkrdamao  Home-Makers 
Club 

Charles  a  Bokhte  Criim 
Mn  Vide  CIkksns 
Ms  Lnverne  Butler 
kbs  W  E  Minter 
Him  Lorn  Butler 
kb.  H.  L.  GRm 
kb.  a  kbs  Lso  Leake 
Mn  DcrIaCRcs 
kb.  a  kbs  James  Huggtea  a 
Grate 

kb.  a  kbs  E  J.  Kid^d 
kb.  a  lbs  Cecil  W.  Bonner 
VMa  Ctegerlek 
Margaret  a  Canaan  Diaan 

Ghm 

kb.  a  lbs  James  M.  Oote 


Way.  Lteda  a  Jaaa  Gnan 
Whiter  a  Pat  JardM 
lbs  Cari  (CarelyB)  Baag.  JS 
Dr.  a  kbs  Jaaaea  H.  Drawer 
kb.  a  kbs  E  .  E  Randk 
kbs  Careiya  Maig 
Ralph  a  Paula  Vka  Namaa 
lb.  WHRam  T.  HaR 
Wkliera  Mary  Kendall 
Ruth  Sunday  School  Oaas 
First  Baptist  Church. 


kb  a  kbs  Joe  Hcraimey  Sr 
Charlie  a  Polly  Morrow 
kb.  a  lbs  Curtte  Woods 
Ms  Ann  Beck  Caiher 
Ms  Jotuude  Mae  HaU  • 
kdn  Rose  T.  Jackson 
kbs  Vbgtels  Haraway 
kbs  Myrtle  Long  Adams 
Mrs  Casdte  Harmaa 
kb.  a  lbs  Norman  L 
Burton 

kb.  G.  W.  HarrtegUn 
lb.  a  lbs  a  A.  Anders 

(To  b«  continubd) 


HONORS 

Misses  EtbH  a  Myrtis  ARca 
kbs.  Mildred  Mardietti 
Mn  Margaret  Aadenaa 
Gladiag  BapUst  Church, 


Mn  Made  Barkan 

Randle  a  Gloria  Poaa 
kbs  Gayto  CarnwcR 
Gtedteg  Baptist  Church. 


Mn  Helen  Garner 
Gtedug  Baptist  Church. 


kbs  Thehna  Jacksaa 

kb  a  lbs  BU  Jackson 


WiUifM  Wtehm  SS  Clam,  k 
Aante  A  WMS.  Liberty 
kbs  Myrtle  Janm 
Alalhaan  Snnday  School 
Claas  CaOtea  Baptist 
Church 

lUhe  Lamasana 

Nancy  L.  King 
Mtes  Ethel  McCarty 
Ruth  Sunday  Schml  Class 
First  Baptist  Church. 
Thpela 

kb.  I.  J.  Oates 
Put  a  Lealte  JaMO 
Raquel  a  Gerdaa  Oatet 
kbs  HHda  Poster 
Ms  Shteley  C  Cakote 


kbs  HmsM  DUtehc 
kbs  Daugtos  Oetiingham 
CharRe  Bab  Mmn 
The  Ronnie  Tkatar  Fhmily 
kb.  a  lbs  Bryant  Hyatt 
kbs  MaRasa  kOtebefl  DsaaiRy 
lb  a  lbs.  VkMest  MulUns 
Sr 


kb.  a  lbs  Max  Stewart 
WMtom  Gardaa 
kb.  a  lbs  J.  L  ICidghi 
Mtes  Lsks  Graham 

kbs.  T.  A.  Drake  Sr. 
kb.  J.  Anslhi  Grant 
kbs  J.  Austin  Grant 
kb.  Marrin  D  Green 
lb.  a  kbs  Paul  J.  Jaggan 
lb.  a  kbs  Cari  M.  Kelly 
kb.  A.  L.  Greene 
kb.  a  lbs.  Ihm  Rice 
Kenneth  D  Griffin 
FriendMup  Sunday  School 
does  Greenwood  Bapttet 
Church 

kb  k  Mn  Jim  G.  Cheeteen 
kb.  Barry  Grilfte 
kbs.  Finnie  Peeples 


Randte  a  Gterla  Psm 


Edward  Philttps  Family 
Margaret  PRIs 
kb.  Larry  F.  PItte 


kb  Chnrtea 


lb  a  lbs  Jahmsy  Tbwary  Jr. 
kb.  Jahnb  Ikwery 
kb  b  lbs  Johnny  Itesery  Jr 
Mrs  Cml  CAgabai  WHRaam 
kbs  a  J.  niitengsme 
lbs  Neris  Wtemsrk 
TEL  Sunday  School  Claas 
Fiisl  Baptist  Church. 


Fraak  a  Glenn  LoavcII 


Mr.  KeradI  Worthy 
Edgeworth  Baptist  Chmh. 
Eupors 


MILDRED  TURNER 
RELATES  WELL 
TO  YOUNG  PEOPLE 


Mrs.  Mildred  Turner  reared  two  boys  before  coming  to  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  as  a  staff  member  in  1982.  She  has  served  effective¬ 
ly  as  a  childcare  worker  in  extended  care,  our  crisis  program  and  the 
Chemical  Dependency  Center  on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  In 
Jackson.  She  retired  for  an  abbreviated  time  but  has  been  welcomed 
back  to  Carter  cottagevJ>ne  of  four  cottages  dedicated  to  ministering 
to  the  chemically  dependent.  Pray  that  God  will  send  us  other  mission 
servants  with  Mildred’s  concern  for  hurting  youth. 
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Devation€d 


.  .  By  Terry  L.  LeOrttrr  , 

E.  C  McKenzie  once  sai^  *Tbe  kmeliest  place  in  the  worid  is  the  human 
heart  wlie»iaeMialaeBt"Ik«r  true  that  statement  is  in  hfatt  is  kapetative: 
that  CfaistiansaB  across  ttieworU  have  the  kweRwtJkmhadtonasew 

maiv‘peo!>l**re**ort“>& 

-.„»■■  iiinnipBIlpMpilWPPMIP*  The  setting  at  fint  is  one  where  the  folksierB  of 

ffleiisieaing  rather  passivdy,  but  tton  as  Jesus  bsgtas 
Mftfe  with  them  aboiRlove,theireani  seem  to  li8teoaiDC-^^H|M||2|H' 
isntly.  What  was  it  about  this  message  of  lose  that  made  HK]9b^M- I 
'  tte  disciples  listen  and  question  as  ttwy  never  had  before? 

,  Jesus  diared  with  his  cB^pies  and  close  fcdlowers,  as  well 

as  you  and  I,  three  truths  about  love. 

l.  We  mast  possess  love  — Jesus  said  in  verses  27-28  that  a 

Christians  are  to  take  the  initiative  to  love  In  other  words 

we  are  to  kwe  whether  otbms  return  our  love  or  not  We  LcoacUer 
are  also  to  impart  a  Christ-like  attitude  toward  them  (vs.  a7b>.  S<»netimes 
"  iti8difficu]t,butwearetolovetheunlovely.  Wt  Jesustakesitastepfarther 
when  he  says  we  are  to  intercede  for  them.  Those  peofde  that  we  meet  in  life 
need  God’s  love  just  as  much  as  you  and  I. 

II.  We  most  parsac  tore  — This  great  love  is  a  charge  from  God  fm- us  to 
carry  out,  not  a  challenge  that  we  dMoee  to  attempt.  Jesus  said  in  tins  passage 
'  '  we  must  love  as  commanded,  but  also  love  in  spite  of  circumstances.  Tbo  often 

we  limit  our  love  only  to  what  seems  comfortable  God'b  wmd  says  to  love 
regardless  of  what  is  happening  around  us. 

m.  VW  mast  produce  love  —  Lives  in  which  Christian  lowe  is  evident,  can 

'  ‘  only  be  produced  if  Christ  is  in  contnd.  Jesus  said  we  must  “love  ooerhnother,” 

K  ■•  _  ’-  '  but  we  always  must  remember  “love  is  of  God." 

According  to  the  Scriptures,  those  who  cross  our  paths  will  know  we  are 
disciples  of  Christ  if  we  love  one  another. 

The  trust  games  are  designed  to  show  the  need  for  and  ef-  The  (dd  Hebrew  legend  is  tdd  of  two  iHttthers  who  lived  on  land  adjacent 
feet  of  teamwork  —  particularly  within  a  youth  group.  to  one  another.  One  had  a  large  family  while  the  otiier  lived  alone.  While  ly¬ 
ing  awake  at  night  one  thought,  “My  brother  must  be  lonely  without  a  fami¬ 
ly,  so  to  cheer  him  I  will  take  him  some  grain.” 

At  the  same  time  the  latter  brother  thou^t,  “My  brother  has  such  a  large 
family,  I  will  share  my  grain  with  him."  So  both  set  out  to  do  as  they  had 
planned  and  met  halfway.  ITiey  embraced  because  of  the  love  God  had  plac¬ 
ed  in  tonrhrartelf  everyone  would  only  express  the  love  God  has  expressed 
to  tbeH^WWRBfeould  much  more  ea^ly  see  the  j^  that  is  found  in  know- 


This  group  is  playing  a  trust  game  where  the  girt  is  raised 
over  the  others'  heads  arK)  slowly  swayed  gently  to  the  ground. 


Gulf  shore :  youth  conference 

Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 


Book  reviews 


GOD  STILL  MOVES;  recorded  some  MKs  themselves.  In  the  appen- 
albam  by  Sherri  Stockstill;  Winona,  dix,  he  lists  ways  that  state,  associa- 
Miss.;  Magnolia  Records/S.  J.  Inc.  tion,  and  local  church  WMUs  can 
This  is  an  album  of  11  contemporary  show  love  for  MKs,  both  those  in 
religious  songs  performed  by  Sherri  school  here  and  those  still  living  in 
Stockstill  <rf  Winona.  It  is  an  album  other  countries.  —  AWM 
easy  to  listen  to.  A  full-scale  or-  -- 

chestral  background  accompanies 
her  The  numbers  on  the  album  are  “A 
Time  to  Rejoice,”  “Child  of  the  King,”  ^ 

“New  Jerusalem.”  “You  Are  my  f^o 

Rock,”  Lord  of  AU.”“Shekinah,”  “Ear-  I  r>  .  - 

ly  in  the  Morning,"  “Hold  on  to  your  - 

Dreams,”  “Cheering  Us  On,”  “God  ^4^  ^ 

Still  Moves,”  and  “Pure  and  Holy.” 

Sherri  Stockstill  has  begun  acc^-  ^ 

ing  concert  engagements.  —  DTM 
IT’SOKTOBE  AN  MK  by  William  ^ 

C.  Viser  (Breadman  Press.  231  pp.,  j-f  i>j^ 

17.95)  UJ 

Viser,  the  author,  is  the  father  of  two 
MKs 


Angel  Pfotkin  of  Oak  Grove  Church.  Bentonia,  talks  with 
James  Lewis,  camp  pator,  during  this  Ybuth  Conference  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly.  Lewis  is  pastor  of  15th  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian. 


David  Hassell  of  Nashville,  music  leader  tor  the  youth  con¬ 
ferences  at  Gulfshore,  points  a  mike  at  a  "soloisi”  during  a 
fun  time  session. 


He  and  his  wife  are  mis- 
^  ^  ^  ^  sionaries  to  Brazil.  While  he  was 

..m  ^  V :  ^  i  writing  his  doctoral  dissertation,  on 

I'  *  ^  ^  missionary  kids,  he  inter- 

ll^  viewed  MKs  all  over  the  world,  from 

various  denominations.  Making  use  of 
^  ^  that  material,  he  later  wrote  this 

book,  giving  detailed  information 
about  MKs  and  how  to  minister  to 
^^Hp'  .  'r~  ^  ^  them.  He  says  MKs  aredifferent,  as 

are  all  individuals,  but  that  they  also 
■  *  -r  share  similar  circumstances.  He 

Angie  Jones,  left,  of  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Mendenhall,  and  Jennifer  Baker  of  shows  how  their  being  the  product  of 
rst  Church,  Brandon,  take  acting  tesson  from  Gwenda  Arrinder  of  Columbua  stu-  two  cultures  affects  their  lives.  In  one 
ml  at  MSU.  who  senred  on  lha  faculty  during  tha  youth  oonlerencas.  chapter,  he  gives  testimonies  from 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


